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Washington Highlights 


California and other states would 
be given undisputed title to the tide- 
lands and other submerged lands 
within their boundaries under the 
terms of a bill introduced in the 
House by Representatives Fletcher 
and Bradley. Both Representatives 
are Californians and Republicans. 

Bradley told the House the bill 
was prepared by the National As- 
sociation of Attorney Generals “to 
correct through Congressional ac- 
tion the unfortunate conditions 
brought about by the recent deci- 
sion of the U. S. Supreme Court in 
the tidelands case.” 

The Fletcher and Bradley meas- 
ure followed by only a few days, 
legislation sponsored by 18 Senators 
to give ownership of offshore tidal 
lands to the states. 

This measure would make void 
the high court’s decision which gave 
the Federal Government control to 
submerged oil land. 

Senators sponsoring the bill said 
that national interests are fully pro- 
tected by stipulations which give 
the Federal Government preference 
purchase rights to obtain natural 
resources and the use of submerged 
lands whenever such a move may 
become necessary in the interest of 
national defense. 

Covering land under navigable 
rivers as well as the offshore lands, 
the Senators stated that the meas- 
ure will “remove the cloud cast 
upon inland waters” by the court’s 
tidelands decision. 


Hearing by the Interior Depart- 
ment on the proposal of the Navy 
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for expansion of the present limits 
of Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 1 
at Elk Hills in California was held 
in the Federal Building, Los An- 
geles. The hearing was conducted 
by Assistant Interior Secretary C. 
Girard Davidson. 

The Navy is seeking to add some 
6800 acres of Government and pri- 
vate lands to the Reserve, which 
now comprises approximately 43,000 
acres. 

Commodore W. G. Greenman, Di- 
rector of Naval Petroleum Reserves 
set forth the Navy’s case. He said 
the Navy’s petition was primarily 
designed to protect producing for- 
mations in the Reserve from drain- 
age. Existence of this condition can 
be determined, he added, by explor- 
atory drilling on the ground the 
Navy is desirous of including to the 
Reserve. 

Reports received here indicated 
that California oil interests present- 
ed a united front in protesting the 
Navy plan. Private oil companies 
and oil trade associations fought the 
Navy’s request as an attack on pri- 
vate enterprise and “unwarranted 
Government encroachment.” 

F. S. Bryant, vice president of 
Standard of California, pointed out 
that it is not necessary to acquire 
the proposed ground for the Navy 
to safeguard its right. He called at- 
tention to the fact that full protec- 
tion already is provided in the unit 
plan contract authorized by Act of 
Congress in June 17, 1944. 

In addition to authorizing unit 
plan contracts, the act sets up the 
method whereby the Navy may pro- 


tect itself adequately against sub- 
stantial drainage from wells drilled 
on lands adjacent to, but on the 
same geologic structure as con- 
tained within, Reserve No. 1. 

Interior Secretary Krug will make 
the final decision of the Navy’s ex- 
pansion move. Senate and House 
Armed Services Committees, how- 
ever, will hold hearings on the mat- 
ter on February 19-20. 

The Elk Hills field is owned or 
held by three parties—United States 
Navy, Kern County Land Co, and 
Standard of California. 


There is no authority under laws 
of the United States permitting tax- 
ation of $117,000,000 alleged profits 
made by two American oil compa- 
nies in the Saudi-Arabian oil field, 
according to the U. S. Treasury. 

This was the essential matter in 
a letter which acting Secretary Wig- 
gins of the Treasury Department 
wrote to Senator Owen Brewster of 
Maine, who had requested, in fur- 
therance of his Senate. War Inves- 
tigating Committee, whether the 
Treasury had knowledge of the tax- 
free profits. 

Brewster indicated that he would 
next refer the matter to the House 
Ways and Means Tax writing com- 
mittee and the Senate and House 
Judiciary Committees. 


Testifying before a House Armed 
Services subcommittee, Secretary of 
Defense Forrestal called for devel- 
opment of submerged coastal and 
Alaskan oil areas: He also urged 
formulation of programs for produc- 
tion of oil from coal and oil shale. 
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Economic Trends in Contract Drilling 


Those engaged in the petroleum 
industry, can take pride in the re- 
markable progress that has been 
made in the science of discovery, 
efficient and conservative produc- 
tion, and the highly specialized 
techniques in refining oil. Similar- 
ly, those employed in the drilling 
business can be proud of the prog- 
ress made in the art of drilling 
wells. Improved drilling practices 
and design of equipment with great- 
er efficiency and increased capacity, 
together with increased proficiency 
of supervisors, engineers, drillers 
and crews, are real and substantial 
contributions to the petroleum in- 
dustry. 


There are more rotary drilling 
rigs operating today, drilling a great- 
er amount of footage, than at any 
other time in the history of the 
petroleum industry. Authorities 
concur in their beliefs that a high 
rate of drilling must be maintained 
in order to provide a sufficient num- 
ber of wells to meet the nation’s 
need for petroleum. In fact, the 
volume of steel tubular goods made 
available to the industry will con- 
trol and limit the rate of drilling 
into the unforeseeable future. The 
need for more and more drilled wells 
makes it important that operators 
correctly appraise the trends and 
understand the basic fundamentals 
that affect the efficient and economic 
drilling of wells. 


The art of drilling wells consti- 
tutes an important and specilzed 
part of the oil business. Most drill- 
ing operations can be more effec- 
tively managed by independent con- 
tractors. Because they have greater 
independence of action; they can 
distribute their services to more 
than one company; they have spe- 
cialized experience and knowledge; 
and they are ever vigilant and alert 
towards promoting economies be- 
cause of the inducements of the 
profit incentives and the strongly 
competitive nature of the business. 
The high percentage of wells being 
drilled by independent drilling con- 
tractors is ample proof of the es- 
sential position that they now oc- 
cupy in the industry. According to 
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By J. E. Warren 


a recent and reliable survey, eighty- 
two percent of the rotary rigs act- 
ually drilling hole are owned and 
operated by independent drilling 
contractors. The remaining eighteen 


percent of the total active rigs be-. 


long to oil companies, who operate 
them in drilling their own wells. 
Approximately five hundred con- 
tracting firms that are stable in 
character are engaged in the rotary 
drilling business. They range in 
size from one rig owners to drilling 
companies who operate businesses 
worth several million dollars. 


It is axiomatic that oil companies 
employ contractors only because 
they believe that greater benefits 
will result, when all factors are con- 
sidered, than if they drilled all their 
wells with company owned and 
operated tools. The money paid for 
drilling wells must ultimately come 
from oil produced and marketed to 
the public and the industry even- 
tually absorbs any of the mistakes 
and inefficiencies that may result 
from drilling operations, and like- 
wise receives the benefits which ac- 
crue from the employment of new 
and more efficient methods and 
equipment. 

Drilling contractors must, in or- 
der to continue holding an impor- 
tant place in the petroleum indus- 
try, render a valuable and progres- 
sive service. To assure that maxi- 
mum benefits will result from the 
services of drilling contractors it is 
important that underlying prin- 
ciples and trends affecting the con- 
tractor’s business and factors con- 
cerning the Company-Contractor re- 
lationship be fully understood. 
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What are the trends and basic 
elements in the drilling business 
that have a bearing on the cost of 
drilling wells in the future? To 
properly understand and _ discuss 
this question it is desirable to con- 
sider the problem from two points 
of view. First, the specific trends 
which are the result of a combina- 
tion of specific factors such as prices, 
costs and efficiency. Second, the 
general trends that are dependent 
partly on the general course of the 
oil industry but are also influenced 
to a large extent by changes and 
circumstances within the drilling 
business itself. Let us look into the 
specifie trends that influence the 
drilling business today. 


Specific Trends: 


While the fundamental operations 
employed in drilling wells are the 
same everywhere, they vary in rela- 
tive importance, depending on the 
difference in conditions that exist 
between locations, formations, and 
drilling depths. The analysis of 
statistical data concerning drilling 
operations, as in all complex prac- 
tices, must be adjudged and valued 
on the basis of experience and inti- 
mate knowledge of the controlling 
conditions. 


The Cost Factor: 


Rotary Drilling equipment, labor, 
and materials have substantially in- 
creased in cost in the last few years. 
A rotary drilling rig, complete with 
drill pipe of sufficient capacity to 
efficiently drill wells deeper than 
9000 feet in West Texas which cost 
$217,000.00 in 1943, has increased 
in price to $284,000.00 today. This 
represents an increase of 31.2% in 
the weighted average price of cap- 
ital equipment used in rotary drill- 
ing operations. In order to attain 
the maximum efficiency gained 
through improved methods, an ad- 
ditional $40,000.00 in drill collars 
and equipment would be added to 
the cost of this typical rig; making 
the total cost $324,000.00 if pur- 
chased today. In addition to the 
31.2% average increase in price, 
there is an increase of 18.1% to gain 
added efficiency, making the total 
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increase 49.3%. The cost of all 
items of expense have increased 
proportionately. The trend in costs 
is still rising, and is common to all 
areas of development and types of 
drilling operations. 


Increased Efficiency: 

The average rotary drilling rig 
in the United States is drilling ap- 
proximately 25% more hole per day 
now than it was at the start of the 
war-time demand for drilling and 
20% more than in 1945 when rotary 
drilling was at its war-time peak. 
Part of this increase can be directly 
attributed to the return of experi- 
enced and efficient workmen from 
the war and the remainder to the 
employment of efficient equipment 
and development of improved drill- 
ing methods. Drilling equipment 
throughout the industry is more up- 
to-date, more efficient, and better 
maintained than at any other pre- 
vious period in the history of the 
drilling business. 


The Time Factor: 


Many of the costs necessary to 
drilling wells are directly related 
to the length of time required to 
complete the operation. The time 
factor is so important that erron- 
eous comparisons are often made 
on the basis that the overall costs 
of drilling are directly proportional 
to drilling time. 

Those engaged in the drilling 
business are constantly analyzing 
their operations and altering drill- 
ing procedures in an effort to re- 
duce the number of days required 
for drilling wells. The primary pur- 
pose of drilling is to “make hole” 
and hole is only “made” efficiently 
when the bit is on bottom a maxi- 
mum amount of time, drilling at 
‘ts most productive rate. 

Cost Per Operating Day: 

It is impossible for a contractor 
o make an intelligent bid on drill- 
ng certain types of formations be- 
ause of unpredictable variations in 
rilling characteristics and in some 
nstances because of unusual haz- 
rds. The practice is to pay a speci- 
ed daywork rate to contractors for 
ervices performed under these con- 
itions. Daywork rates are also 
aid for testing, coring, electrical 
urveys, etc. Since daywork con- 
titutes an important item in drill- 
ng wells, it is advisable to show 
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the elements of cost involved in this 
type of work. 

The cost per day increases more 
rapidly as fewer and fewer days are 
required for drilling wells. This is 
an important point in considering 
daywork rates as it puts a premium 
on inefficiency and a penalty on 
outstanding performance. Daywork 
rates should be devised to offer an 
incentive for increased efficiency. 


Cost Per Foot: 

The cost per foot is of paramount 
importance as it is directly related 
to the revenue received by the con- 
tractor and represents the cost to 
the company for drilling services. 

An increase in efficiency result- 
ing in fewer drilling days has a de- 
cided bearing on the cost per foot 
of hole drilled. The relationship be- 
tween drilling days and cost per foot 
is not constant and there is a point 
where further reduction in drilling 
time will not result in reducing the 
cost per foot. This condition can 
only be altered by a fundamental 
improvement in drilling methods. 


General Trends 

The historical trend of the drill- 
ing business has been cyclic in char- 
acter. A cycle begins with a period 
of acquisition and progress and ends 
with a period of liquidation and 
stagnation. 

The large investments that are 
necessary to drill wells today must 
be amortized over several years. 
They are only possible when there 
is an incentive of unusual profits or 
the prospect of lasting stability in 
the business. The drilling business 
has been characteristically unstable 
throughout its history and it is the 
incentive of unusual profits that 
periodically attracts capital into the 


drilling contracting business. 

When the demand for drilling 
wells exceeds the available supply 
of efficient drilling equipment, suf- 
ficient profit incentives are develop- 
ed to attract new and additional 
capital into the business. During 
this period of high profits, acquisi- 
tions of new and efficient equipment 
are made, better equipment design- 
ed, and improved drilling methods 
are practiced. The increased effi- 
ciency resulting from improved 
equipment and methods progresses 
until the business is in a state of 
over-expansion. This over-supply 
of drilling rigs marks the beginning 
of a period of liquidation and stag- 
nation. 


When drilling rigs are in over- 
supply, intense competition results 
and drilling prices are reduced to 
a minimum. Wells are then drilled 
at or below the margins necessary 
for depreciation and overhead. The 
inevitable result is liquidation of 
physical assets into cash, and equip- 
ment becomes obsolete and worn 
out. We have experienced two com- 
plete cycles of this character in the 
last twenty years, and are now in 
the middle point of the third one. 
Periods of acquisition and progress 
occurred from 1926 through 1929, 
from 1934 through 1937 and from 
July 1943 through 1946. Periods of 
liquidation and stagnation occurred 
from 1930 through 1933, from 1938 
through June 1943, and the last part 
of 1947. The length of each period 
is approximately four years, and 
the complete cycle about eight years. 


The current cycle began when 
the war demand for drilling started 
in the middle of 1943. The drilling 
industry was at that time in a de- 
pleted condition in both personnel 
and equipment. Drilling was held 
at a minimum in 1942, and the first 
half of 1943, and experienced drill- 
ers and roughnecks were attracted 
to the war industries, or into the 
armed services. It was, therefore, 
necessary to create profit incentives 
that would make it possible for con- 
tractors to operate with inefficient 
and inexperienced labor, and re- 
habilitate and purchase modern and 
efficient equipment. 


New Drilling rigs were purchased 
and improvements in drilling meth- 
ods continued to develop until 1946. 
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Operators not only find it a valuable tool for fishing jobs, but in 
addition use it above the bit or reamer when drilling in sticky forma- 
tions. The Bumper Sub will jar down by simply dropping or spring- 
ing the weight of the run-in string the full length of the stroke. Or 
—to free a bit or reamer—it is instantly ready to jar up by merely tak- 
ing tension on the string and suddenly releasing it until the Sub is 
partly open. The rebound of the pipe causes the Sub to strike a hard 


upward blow. Moreover you can alternate upward and downward 





blows without making any adjustment in the tool from the surface! 
During regular drilling or fishing operations, the Bowen Bumper Sub 
is an integral part of the string. It easily withstands all the torsional 
strains of drilling and is packed off with a special abrasive and pres- 
sure resistant packing that permits high circulation pres- 

sures to be used without 

leakage. It is amply 

strong to stand the abuse 

of drilling and fishing un- 

der all conditions, and 

requires only occasional 


servicing. 
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The supply of drilling rigs again 
exceeded the industry’s demand for 
drilled wells and the resulting com- 
petition between contractors forced 
a sharp reduction in the price of 
drilling. The return of efficient and 
experienced workmen to the drill- 
ing business and the employment 
of modern equipment and improved 
methods resulted in reducing drill- 
ing costs sufficiently to compensate 
for the reduction in drilling prices. 
The increased costs of equipment, 
materials, and labor are now ex- 
ceeding the savings made in oper- 
ating costs realized through in- 
creased efficiency. 


Conclusion 


The excessive fluctuations that 
make up the typical drilling busi- 
ness cycle are uneconomic and ex- 
pensive to the petroleum industry. 
The price of the periodic rehabili- 
tation of the drilling industry and 
the real but intangible losses that 
occur during periods of liquidation 
is a substantial one. Anything ac- 
complished that will lend a measure 
of stability but maintain healthy and 
progressive competition will be a 
real and economic gain to the pe- 
troleum industry as a whole. Oil 
companies strive to reduce their 
drilling costs to a minimum which 
is a natural consequence of good 
business management. 


Immediate gains, however, that 
are obtained by the reduction of 
drilling prices below costs will be 
wiped out by future losses that this 
uneconomic condition will create. 


Oil companies and drilling con- 
tractors alike will receive maximum 
benefit from their business relations 
if the basic economics of contract 
drilling are studied and evaluated 
in a realistic manner. 


Reviewing the trends that are 
now developing in the drilling busi- 
ness, we reach the following con- 
clusions. 


Ist. The limiting factor created 
by an insufficient supply of oil coun- 
ty tubular goods does and will con- 
tinue to control the rate at which 
wells will be drilled into the un- 
predictable future. This condition 
creates a ceiling on the rate of 
drilling at a level where drilling rigs 
are in competitive supply. 
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2nd. The costs of labor material 
and capital equipment have increas- 
ed tremendously, and at the same 
time revenue from drilling has drop- 
ped to a point at which many con- 
tractors are again operating on de- 
preciation and overhead margins. 

3rd. If these conditions continue 
the efficient state of the drilling 
business which now exists will de- 
teriorate and unusual profit incen- 
tives will again be necessary to at- 
tract needed capital and drilling 
prices will rise accordingly. 

It behooves Company and Con- 
tractor alike to give serious con- 
sideration to the present state of the 
drilling business. The current rate 
of drilling is going forward at a 
cost to the Petroleum Industry of 
roughly $500,000,000 per year. This 
cost must be continued into the un- 
predictable future if the industry’s 
need for drilled wells is met. It is 
therefore important that the drilling 
industry maintain a high level of 
efficiency and that each problem and 
condition that affects efficiency be 
recognized and met in a realistic 
manner. 


*Presented at the 27th Annual Meeting, 


\merican Petroleum Institute, Chicago, 
Illinois, November 11. 1947. Mr. War- 
ren is president of the Carl B. King 


Drilling Co.. Midland, Texas. The CALI- 
FORNIA OIL WORLD has condensed 
the paper because of space requirements. 
Readers are referred to the Proceedings 
of the A.P.I. Division of Production for 
the full text. 





Notice of San Joaquin Valley 
Annual Meeting Conservation 
Committee of California Oil 
Producers 

Time and place: Bakersfield, Cali- 
fornia—7 :30 p.m., Tuesday, Febru- 
ary 17, 1948. Bakersfield Inn (for- 
merly Motel Inn—Highway 99 at 
California and Union Avenues). 

Presiding: Wm. L. Hobro, Chair- 
man, Conservation Committee. 


There will be a short review of the 
Conservation Committee activities 
and the California oil situation by 
officers of the Committee. 


Speaker of the Evening: Mr. Rob- 
ert M. “Bob” Sample, Assistant 
General Manager of the Better 
Business Bureau of Los Angeles, 
Limited, will be the speaker of the 
evening. Mr. Sample will speak 
on the subject, “The New Look in 
Business Rackets.” He has been 
connected with the Better Business 
Bureau for 18 years acting on the 
firing line to uncover’ business 
rackets in Los Angeles. The Better 
Business Bureau functions to elim- 
inate false, misleading and unethical 
advertising and selling practices and 
works to prevent fraud in the sale 
of securities. During the course of 
his work, he conducted weekly pro- 
grams over 5 major radio stations 
for over 7 years. Among. the sub- 
jects to be discussed by Mr. Sample 
will be an explanation of a racket 
which was perpetrated and conduct- 
ed from within prison walls. <A 
question and answer period will 
follow the speaker’s discussion. 


Sociability: There will be an op- 
portunity to see and talk with your 
friends in oil. Light refreshments 
will be served following the talks. 
The meeting is open to all oil men 
and you are personally urged to at- 
tend, and to invite members of your 
own organization. 


The Conservation Committee ex- 
tends its welcome to the Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Chapter of the 
American Petroleum Institute in 
joining with it. 


Nomads Ball February 14th 


The Los Angeles Chapter of No- 
mads’ Ninth Annual Inaugural Ball 
will be held on February 14, 1948 
in the Main Ballroom of the Bilt- 
more Hotel. Cocktails will be 
served starting at 6:30, Dinner will 
be served at 8:00 with the introduc- 
tion of the new Officers of the Chap- 
ter at 9:30. There will be a floor- 
show at 9.45 and dancing through- 
out the evening, lasting until 12:00 
Midnight. 


Progress is the American Way of 
life. The petroleum industry is 
progressive. 
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Fadler » Safer Move Conveneh 


GOING IN AND COMING OUT OF THE HOLE 


IDEAL Rotary Connectors are earning wide- 
spread acceptance among drillers everywhere 
because they are far superior to all types of rotary hooks. IDEAL 
Connectors meet the urgent need for faster, safer, more conven- 
ient drilling tools and they include these outstanding advantages. 


1. Narrow and compactly built. 
. Elevator links vertically and independently hung from yoke, for 
more flexibility and better balance. 
High point of suspension to give stability. 
. All load carrying parts are of IDEAL Electric forged steel. 
. Heavy yoke spring—two ball bearings assure easy rotation. 
. Clevis to connect single bail elevator or swivel. 
- Yoke may be locked in 8 different positions. 
. Provides method of carrying swivel below elevator links to prevent 
bumping or interfering with rotary hose. 


Contact your nearby National Supply Store for more complete 
details on IDEAL Rotary Connectors and their companion equip- 
ment, including the correct Crown and Traveling Blocks to meet 
specific needs. 


BRIEF SPECIFICATIONS 


TYPE D-6 


Rating, tons e 60 

Number of Locking Positions . o.4 8 

Bail Cross Section, inches 225 

Bail Pin Diameter, inches 

Radius of Bail at Bend, inches . . 

Clearance Between Bail and Cap, inches. . . .. - 

Bail Contact to Elevator Link Contact, inches 

Spring Travel, inches . 

Shank Diameter, inches 

Maximum Radius at Elevator Link Contact, inches 

Clevis Hole Diameter, inches . 

Length Overall, Less Lower Clevis, inches 

Length Overall, with Traveling Block and Connector 
Coupling in Combination, inches 

Width Overall, inches 

Net Weight, pounds 

















Leftllustration—Type DA-30 with | lower 


clevis. 


Neti. 





largest for 
handling the heaviest drilling strings. 
Right Illustration—Type D-6. For lighter loads. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY 


GENERAL SALES OFFICES: TOLEDO, OHIO - DIVISION OFFICES: CASPER - FT. WORTH 


PITTSBURGH 


TULSA - TORRANCE - EXPORT: NATIONAL SUPPLY EXPORT CORPORATION, 


30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK, N.Y., U.S.A. - RIVER PLATE HOUSE, 12 SOUTH PLACE, LONDON, E. C. 2 
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Commander’ Wm. S. Comstock, 
who for the past two years has been 
in the Los Angeles office of the 
Inspector of Naval Petroleum Re- 
serves, has joined the Franco West- 
ern Oil Company and the Franco 
Wyoming Oil Company as chief 
geologist. 

Franco Western Oil Company 
has production at McKittrick, and 
contemplates a program of expan- 
sion and development in California. 

Franco Wyoming Oil Company 
is generally credited with develop- 
ing the first production in the Salt 
Creek Field, Wyoming, in 1906-07. 
The company, through subsidiaries, 
has considerable production in West 
Texas, Kansas and New Mexico. 
Louis E. Gaillochet, Paris, France, 
is president of the company and 
William D. Waltman, Los Angeles, 
first vice-president and manager. In 
December, the company paid its 
39th consecutive dividend, at $1.40 
per share. 


‘MAN OF THE YEAR’ for Kern 
was the OILMAN whose super ef- 
forts found new oil—for 1948 to 
draw on. Nothing too much to 
shout about, but nevertheless some 
showing has been made. 

NOT IN TEN long years have 
we heard so much optimism in oil 
talk about production to come. Al- 
most every answer to our question, 
“WHAT’S NEW IN OIL?” is 
quickly tendered by almost every- 
one the same, “PLENTY”. 

EVEN FRANK HORNKOHL 
(Colonel, that is) the “chemical 
consultant. talked ‘that-a-way’ in the 
postoffice where we saw him rush- 
ing through New Year mail on Sun- 
day. But WESTERN PIPE & 
STEEL’S Harry Hammett was 
opening mail that told another 
Story the one on shortages 
of pipe and how that oil is no more 
plentiful than steel will allow it to 
be. 

TO KERN 


THIS month has 
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come production estimates of oil’s 
cash income to the Golden Empire. 
A guess from “A” has upped the 
figure more than agriculture’s top, 
about a hundred and fifty millions. 
But “B” has boosted farm income 
to par with 1947 to make it neck 
and neck. Our guess is oil will win. 
Our guesstimate the same for 1948. 

SHAFFER TOOL WORKS AT 
Taft reports that their Charles S. 
Stewart and June A. Hall were 
greeted with “wedding bells” at 
year end’s march of time. The pop- 
ular couple will reside in Taft. The 
bride was well known telephonist 
for Northern Division Standard Oil. 

ERNEST KREYENHAGEN 
and family are visiting in Mexico 
this fortnight summary of news re- 
veals. Ernie is the popular TRA- 
VEL BUREAU man at the El Te- 
jon Hotel. Oilwigs remember the 
Kreyenhagen Mountains and the oil 
sand named after the famous family. 

BILL KECK flew in the other 


day and landed at Kern Airport 
northwest of town. Looked fine and 
seemed as friendly as ever despite 
world problems which have some 
little effect on Superior’s global oil 
development in the Far East’s un- 
derground oil-lake regions. 

CURLEY EMMONS of Emmons 
Supply in Taft spent the holidays 
in Kern’s capital city. Not by choice 
but by necessity of a sprained hand 
and a bad cold suffered by himself 
and wife respectively. The record 
resort weather added to the com- 
fort of the oil metropolis’ health 
giving ways. By the by... to 
“ECESCO” has been added a new 
portable servicer for deep well 
trouble shooting. 

OILMAN EDWIN W. PAUL- 
EY and Senator Sheridan Downey 
are expected to assist some Kern 
oilfolks with leases at Long Beach 
and at Huntington this year accord- 
ing to reliable information obtain- 
ed amongst the fraternity. 


KERN COUNTY GOVERNMENT BRASS has the same look but a new outlook in 1948. 
Here Supervisor W. R. (Roy to you) WOOLLOMES from Delano, center receives the 
gavel as chairman for the second time since V-J Day . . Left to right: A. W. (Andy) 
NOON from Taft, your own supervisor, C. W. HARTY, who has the richest district. 
mostly on account of oil or minerals. The chairman, and then BARNEY L. BARNES. 
also in oil, and CHARLEY SALZER from the city of Bakersfield. Roy has promised a 
cut in taxes and other big problems ahead including trying labor times and crying 


needs for a greater and richer county with growing pains. . 
quirements from County Services so that private industry can prosper... 


- and a back log of re- 
as it 


clamors for more public services. 
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Axelson Sucker Rods 


Shallow pioneer oil wells were pumped by wooden sucker rods, with a pin- 
end connection of wrought iron, riveted to the wooden rod ... Today Axelson 
Sucker Rods match in strength and durability the ever increasing depths of 
pumping wells... Axelson rods are manufactured from the toughest alloyed 
steel bar stock, heat treated to refine the grain and eliminate all strain... 
The skillful pin-end forging is threaded in absolute alignment with the rod 
body. This carries the full factor of safety through each connection . . . Skill- 
ful metallurgy combined with the application of lessons of long experience 
by Axelson engineers, have incorporated into Axelson Sucker Rods the 
greatest resistance to shock, fatigue and corrosion... Axelson rods will 
Operate your pumps to maximum depths with the greatest assurance of 
worry-free oil production. 


AXELSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


PLANTS—G160 So. Boyle Avenue (P. O. Box 98, Vernon Station) , Los Angeles 11, Calif. * 3844 
Walsh St., St. Louis 16, Missouri » OFFICES—50 Church St., New York City 7 * National Bank of 
Tulsa Bldg., Tulsa 1, Okla. * Avda Pre. R. Saenz Pena 832, Buenos Aires, Argentina * DISTRIBU- 
TORS—Jones & Laughlin Supply Co. * Great Northern Tool & Supply Co. « C. C. McDermond, 
Apartado 331, Maracaibo, Venezuela « Industrial Agencies, Ltd., San Fernando, Trinidad, B.W.I. 


THERE IS NO 
ECONOMICAL 


DEEP WELL PLUNGER PUMPS AND SUCKER RODS | For Quatity 
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THE MASON ELDERS from 
the great Westside were named 
photo contest winners by the Daily 
News editors for 1947. Their hob- 
by with a “Speed Graphic’ has 
been perfecting individual Christ- 
mas Cards. 

CURRENT COLLIERS FOR 
the New Year page ran Baby Valen- 
tine on its front cover. “BV” is 
the typical happy new year symbol 
from Taft whose mother was Jan- 
ice Cuthbertson. 


BIG 1948 NEWS of the month 
was the story of 12 Kern fishermen 
many of them oilmen who nearly 
lost their lives on the ill fated 
Sportsfisher V in Mexican waters 
off San Diego. Oilman George 
Crome’s radio station KAFY flew to 
San Diego and broadcast the story 
from survivors. LAWRENCE 
LAKE, ELMER MC FADDEN, 
DR. WILLIAM MOOR E, 
FRANK HOOPES, JOHN LACH- 
ENMAIER were the survivors who 
could talk. Others WARDE WAT- 
SON, WILLIAM HOWELL, 
LOUIS ROUX, ROLF JACOB- 
SEN, WILLIAM PARKER, LEO 
BLACK, and HERMAN MAGEE 





id ui if 3 


Boiler Plant Equipment installed at Bakersfield 


BOILER PLANT and 


Compressor Plant Construction 


Completely automatic Oil Heating Plants 
Johns Manville Insulation 
Concrete Work 


Brick Work 


C. E. MANLEY, Manager 


"OIL FIELD CONSTRUCTION CO. 
of BAKERSFIELD 


Highway 99 West of Circle 
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H. F. (FRED) OWEN, president of the Kern 
County Bank, but better known as’ the 
General Manager of the Berry Oil Com- 
pany interests and an official of several 
companies such as the Ethel D at Mari- 
copa. This year marked the quarter cen- 
tury of the successful operation of a state 
banking institution in California for Kern 
County to oil folks and their allied 
industries. 





were either hospitalized or unable to 
appear for the broadcast. 


AT TEHACHAPI this month 
Jack Leiva an old time friend of the 
oilmen of this valley, exhibited a 
newspaper 147 years old. It related 
the story of the death of George 
Washington, and was published in 
Kingsington, N.Y. Copy at hand is 
the Ulster County Gazette, Jan- 
uary 4, 1800. 

FOR TAFT AND DELANO’ 
real soon a radio station is planned 
by local business people of those 
areas. Bakersfield has four stations, 
with none for the Eastern good 
half of Kern on Mojave’s desert 
fringe. Reception according to Paul 
Hubbard of the Randsburg Times 
is not very satisfactory. With In- 
yokern and the NOTS or Navy Ex- 
perimental Base now known as 
CHINA LAKE the population has 
swelled to some 20,000 for the areas 

. . east of Caliente. 

GENE REID DRILLING has 
definitely made one of the finest 
contributions to the oil industry in 
Kern County. Out on Comanche 
Point near Arvin where the new 
excitement is, Gene has promised a 
story and this is another part of the 
contribution and a fine welcomed 
one indeed. 








A Complete 
TRUCKING SERVICE 


OIL INDUSTRY 


Local and long distance hauling of pe- 
troleum products, 
heavy machinery. 
For the solution to any oilfield trucking 
problem . . 


BAKERSFIELD 6-6517 


OILFIELDS 
TRUCKING CO. 


1601 UNION AVE., BAKERSFIELD 


for the 


drilling equipment, 


PHONE 








Phone 3-0750 
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When | 
mud 


is heavy 
and 


* 


. pressure 
‘is high © 


High pressures? Heavy muds? You’ll need 
increased pumping capacities to insure continuous 
operation on today’s deep drilling jobs. And Gardner- 
Denver “‘FX’’ Steam Slush Pumps give you that ca- 
pacity. Famous for their toughness and stamina, 
Gardner-Denver “FX” Pumps have oversize parts 
for handling heavy loads—provide the deepwell power 
that heavy mud and high pressures require. 


Here Are Other Features You'll Like: 


DIVIDED CYLINDER Fluid End Construction—of 
special Gar-Durloy Alloy mixture for mud pump serv- 
ice. No inner baffles or metal sections to be cut 
through by mud. 


SLUSH-PROOF Duo-Seat Fluid Valves—combination 
steel and rubber seats make valves tight, durable and 
efficient. 


SLUSH-PROOF Hardened Liners, Pistons and Piston 
Rods. 


BALANCED PISTON-TYPE STEAM VALVES— 
unusually tight—move with a minimum amount of 
friction. 


For complete information, write Gardner-Denver Company 


Quincy, Illinois 


GARDNER-DENVER SINCE 1859 
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“DOC” SHANEY formerly of 
Taft will be remembered by the 
greatest number of oilwig pioneers 
of the state. His passing this month 

at Bakersfield brings to memory his 
lever smiling countenance at all 

times no matter the time or kind of 
day. Past Exalted Ruler of the Elks 
at Taft he held No. 1 membership 
card and reached the heights in Elk- 
dom for the valley. He is survived by 
several children among whom the 
best known is Mrs. Jack Toon. Doc 
owned Shaney’s Drug Store in Taft, 
and Jack Toon was a famed radio 
and music dealer. 


ALTA CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY has invaded the area 
of good opportunity and gone into 
the building industries business in 
a big way. Kern oilmen and others 
will find need for construction in- 
dustries with the backlog of build- 
ing. All success and good wishes 
accompany our greetings for the 
New Year to enterprising enter- 


prises like ALTA. 


WAITING: In La Cresta and 
elsewhere for the premier showing 






Oil Industry 


KERN COUNTY 


BAN K 


TAFT.--* . OPLDALE 
MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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ALBERT C. FRITSCHE joined the Kern 
County Assessor's Staff last month and 
succeeds S. C. Hodges who went with the 
Richfield Oil Corporation’s Tax Division. 





of Charley Manley’s kodachromes 
of the Rose Parade only. No one is 
very anxious to see the “gusher” at 
the Rose Bowl. 

SPEAKING OF NEW YEARS 
it was brought in out at Stockdale 






by two sober judges . Judge 
Lambert of the Superior Court of 
which he is the 1948 “presider” and 
your scribe who causes many of 
the reasons for having any judges 
at all. HUGH SILL the past presi- 
dent of the Junior Chamber and 
Kern’s well known best scoring 
golfer owns the Bakersfield Press. 
He was responsible for the Society 
Picture which described the above. 

OWEN JOHNSON of Johnson 
Valve Shop also ran to the New 
Years “spudding in party” accord- 
ing to rumor. He was caught with 
an open valve at Devils Gate Dam 

. couldn’t get out of traffic... 
had to turn back and the highway 
patrol crowded him into the Rose 
Bowl. He was the one that bought 
JACK BENNY’S ticket . . . AC- 
CORDING TO... well... Benny. 

ACCORDING TO LIFE MAG- 
AZINE retail price of gasoline a 
quarter of a century ago was twice 
what it is today. Probably more 
when the price of gold is considered 
and the taxes calculated. The 34,000 
oil companies in America help make 
gasoline prices about the same in 
Maine, Florida and Seattle as in Los 


HARD FACING 


of VALVES 





Celebrating a Quarter 


ofa Century of Service 


to Oil Men and the 








SILVER ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


a SPECIALTY at 
JOHNSON 


Long known in the oil indus- 
try for expert, reliable work 
in the repair and mainte- 
nance of all types of valves, 
Johnson now adds another 
important service . . , com- 
plete facilities and trained 
personnel for hard-facing of 
plug valves. The newest 
equipment, operated by 
highly skilled technicians 
who SPECIALIZE in valve 
work, assure service that 


can be depended upon. 
* ¥ * 


Every man at Johnson is 
proud of the Johnson repu- 
tation. 


€ 


“ALL WORK GUARANTEED” 


ohnson 


BAKERSFIELD 





PHONE 2-5266 








VALVE SHOP 
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Tor deep Well casing problems... 
«& HEADS 


are better than ONE! 
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Landing Assemblies provide 
maximum convenience, safety se 
G. 


and economy when multiple casing strings are required. Since 
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flanges of P ts mate readily, any desirable hookup can be hi 
readily assembled, solving special problems as well as conven- a 
tional needs. If it is desired to deepen a well employing only a 7 
single casing head, a two-string suspension can ‘e 

be increased to three simply by inserting an g 

additional casing head. Each string is supported T 

within its own casing bowl on a separate slip i 

mechanism and is independently packed-off. \ 

WILSON 3-string Assemblies are made in n 


two types for moderate and high pressures. S 
Type 1144-A (illustrated) is a typical assembly 
rated at 3000 Ib. working pressure. For higher 
pressure requirements, designs of 5000 Ib. rat- 
ings are available. All WILSON components and 
factory assemblies are hydro-statically tested at 
double working pressure ratings, furnishing a 


2 to 1 safety factor. 










FULL OPENIN nbs TUR ES: 
on 11%” Heads Cs to 12%” on 13%” Heads up to 10%” 
drilling ct gr bowls may be installed in Pele 
shdead aes sateen restrictions to bit entrance or re. 
UNITIZED PACKING 

place as casing is lan pon 
Pack-off, Factory 
maintenance, 
STANDARDIZED 

changaahitiee aries CONSTRUCTION Permits inter. 


requirements, n units and variations to suit special 


. INDIVE 
peg oe support weight of each string ind 
jac eae Parate slips and packing contained ‘e 
CHOICE OF FLANGE OR 
on various head designs, 












S are readil 
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WILSON Type 
1144-A 3-string 
A.P.I. Landing 
Assembly, 
6000 Ib. Test. 


SCREW CONNECTIONS available 


















poe?’ - 816 N. Ventura Ave. 
a Wi LX VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 
oe Phone Ventura 5407 
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Angeles. This condition does not 
obtain in other countries. Kern 
County is grateful to have an op- 
portunity to help make it possible 
for the common man (so called) to 
rise above the State in his part to 
society. 


FOUR BILLION DOLLARS 
will be spent by the oil industry in 
the next two years according to 
J. E. Warren of Midland, Texas. 
president of the American Associa- 
tion of Oil Well Drilling Contrac- 
tors. THIS IS JUST A BIT OFA 
REMINDER of “how you're doing 
with your budget.” 

ROSS FURLONG who signs 
secretary of the Taft Chapter C.N. 
G.A. sends us cards announcing 
his meetings. Sometimes we can- 
not attend but he forgets to send 
us another card about what hap- 
pened. Recently two very fine sub- 
jects went over big with the CNGA 
gang. “MULTI COLUMN DIS- 
TILLATION’’ and “WATER 
TREATMENT PRACTICE.” AIl- 
ways something to learn at these 
meetings. 































OIL AND AGRICULTURE in Kern vie with each other as 1948 prospects seem “nip and 
tuck” again for total cash income competition. LEWIS A. BURTCH (left), County Agri- 
cultural Commissioner, reports that income may be just as great ($150 millions) in 
1947-48 as it was last year. To which statement FRANK R. STOCKTON, right, geolo- 
gist (also farmer after he discovered oil on his farms), points out that he hopes it is 
true, but that OIL INCOME last year was only 20 million dollars in arrears of farm 
income and there has been a price rise and a couple of new fields discovered. Any- 
way Frank says, “They are now twins, Siamese ones, and cannot do without the other.” 











ust § 


for one year, for 


enclose $1.00. 


Check branch 





YES! You may send me the ss 
CALIFORNIA OIL. WORLD iS 
which | 


IMAI hn acrmish myers aia a eke nine 
cc be Loc Re ame eR 
ROW tis x etivic ros Sa eee sistas aed State 
MEIC: itis wakes acre ene Company 


engaged in Producing..... Refining..... Natural Gasoline..... CALCO DIVISION 
: 2610 Seventh Street 419 LeRoy Street 
Marketing..... Manufacturing... .. Berkeley, Calif. Los Angeles, Calif. 
Subscriptions accepted only from persons actively —— 


connected with the oil industry. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 
706 So. Valencia St., Los Angeles 14, Calif. 











Stabbing 


easy 


with these slip-joint collars 


Quick stabbing and perfect alignment are the rule when 
you use Armco Casing for drilling oil and gas wells. 

You save money and time because the slip-joint collars 
and accurately machined pipe-ends assure fast line-ups and 
easy welding without clamps. No special equipment needed, 

And remember, collars attached to Armco Casing cost 
much less than threaded joints. Write for more data. 


ARMCO DRAINAGE & METAL PRODUCTS, INC. 











Vi ARMCO SLIP-JOINT CASING 








SECOND ISSUE, JANUARY, 1948 





Page 15 





WoOsco DOES IT! 


COMPLETE PIPE FACILITIES are available at WoSco’s 
Bakersfield 14 acre pipe yard cand include: 


PIPE MACHINE SHOPS for drill pipe sleeving, pipe 
and casing threading, turning, straightening, scarfing, 
cleaning, and bucking up or breaking out. 


RENTAL PIPE LINES for water, gas, or oil in any quan- 
tities. WoSco’s crews install the Victaulic coupled 
pipe to save you time, effort, and money. (Rental 
pumps available too). 

PIPE AND CASING SALES DEPT. for the sale of casing, 


conductor pipe, structural pipe, pipe lines and, in 
fact, pipe for every oilfield need. 


WoSco’s pipe fabrication shop supplies thousands of 
feet of oilfield conductor pipe to oil companies. 
Skilled workmanship and a knowledge of oilfield 
EQUIPMENT for wrapping and dipping pipe with pro- requirements enable WoSco to provide any size con- 
tective coatings. ductor you want when you want it. WoSco will save 
WELDING FACILITIES with the best equipment used you money by rolling good used tank steel to make 
by men who are oilfield welding specialists. your pipe, if you so specify. 


Whatever your pipe needs WOSCO DOES IT! 


PHONE 
PIPE MERCHANTS 6-6724 


HIGHWAY 99 AT PIERCE ROAD—BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 
HIGHWAY 99 AT DIVISADERO—FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 


WESTERN OILFIELDS SUPPLY CO. 
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DO YOU BELONG TO THE 
LA. AXE GRINDERS .. .? In 
Los Angeles one can belong to 
about everything. Here in Kern 
they started the 8 Ball Club. Prob- 
ably some folks who are seeking 
something in lieu of taxes. 

SOMEONE PUT AN “M” in 
Harry Crossan’s name last month 
and this gives us a chance to men- 
tion him again and correct it. In- 
cidentally Harry being a conserva- 
tive young banker let his hair down 
the other day, (and he is one of the 
few bankers that still has hair left) 
by confessing that recent improve- 
ments in total new accounts and 
footings were believed to be a re- 
sult in two or three cases of the 
recent SILVER ANNIVERSARY 
program spearheaded by “COW”. 

TALK ABOUT BANKING 
AND THE KERN COUNTY 
BANK, it may interest some of the 
oilwigs that as of the close of busi- 
ness December 31, 1947 “KCB” 
(Kern County Bank) added up its 
footings of over $12 MILLION, to 
exceed that of the old Bakersfield 
SECURITY BANK just a quarter 
of a century ago. By the by Angus 
Crites, II son of ARTHUR S. is 
a director of “KCB” .. . and his 
Dad was the head of SECURITY 
when that proud figure was printed 
in 1923 on January First ... that 
is now equalled by KCB. 

“KODACHROMING IN AUS- 
TRALIA” .. . what a title of a 
speech by MASON HILL and 
PAUL DUDLEY who appeared 
before SJVGwigs this very year 
already ... but it turned out to be 
a lot of colored slides and was 
everyone glad. The San Joaquin 
Geologists report Hill of Kern and 
DUDLEY of Los Angeles for bet- 
ter RICHFIELD identification pur- 
poses. 

CUYAMA VALLEY OIL has 
at last been found after scores of 
tries each year since anybody 
knows when. MALVERN NOR- 
RIS a supply man in the oil fra- 
ternity, and J. E. HADLEY a min- 
ing engineer, just never did “give 
up.” We were over there regret- 
ting that it was not Kern County 
but San Luis Obispo. At 1900 feet 
on its own with 200 b/d’s at 22° 
gravity the stuff should have sold 
for $2.15 per bbl. Big trouble we 
saw was no pipeline and the lucky 
or management principals were 
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TRUCKING it ... if you know 
what we mean. A BIG HAND 
FOR NORRIS & CO. 1948. 


BILL BARBAT assistant chief 
geologist .. . Standard Oil of Cali- 
fornia was down from San Francis- 
co, or really up from the city, and 
was looking over some of the plans 
of the county. Bill used to be on 
the Planning Commission and made 
a lot of signs on the planning 
board before going to San Fran- 
cisco. 

ONE OF THOSE PLANS BILL 
knew about but might deny it now 

. was the freeway of “99” north- 
west of the traffic circle. Some of 
Bill’s friends are going to be “Is- 
landers” when the State Highway 
gets through with their plans. In 
the oilwell supply business it might 
not make too much difference if 
you have steel tubing . . . Right 
now steel on a pipe yard agenda 
is a mousetrap better than all the 
others. 

DWIGHT BOVEY of Western 
Oilfields Supply Company (WoS- 
co) is going to be one of those 
B.P.P.’s (by-passed persons) along 





U.S. 99. Only good feature about 
it is that Bovey can grab a coke 
across the street and be safer. 

ONE THING ABOUT CALI- 
FORNIA HIGHWAYS they relo- 
cate business, make new bill boards 
and increase advertising budgets. 
They are usually fenced in but 
local business has a better chance 
to get to where it wants to go and 
get back. Some of the changes can 
be traced back to the fellow who 
wanted faster cars and faster high- 
ways. Most of them owned supply 
houses too. 


WALLACE MATYJASIC § geo- 
physicist, Honolulu Oil is opening 
offices for his firm in Los Angeles 
where he will be district geologist. 
Geophysical work here was never 
particularly a specialty with Hono- 
lulu we understand. 

RAY WOOD formerly of TWA 
has settled down as an individual 
entrepreneur near California and 
Union . . . or Sonora and US 99 
kittycorner Bakersfield Inn. A 
couple three years with Flying “A” 
has made Ray a good business 
head. His sidekicker FRED BAL- 
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DES went into the real estate and 
accounting business out in Oildale. 

HARRY PHOENIX whom we 
have mentioned as having made one 
of the biggest single and individual 
contributions to the oil industry has 
an inventory of backlog in highway 
construction and fuel oil hauling. 
This is the best kind of an inven- 
tory to have at year’s end. Harry 
obtained franchises to dispose of 
Kernoi!l products, and also influ- 
enced with HARRY A. HOPKINS 
Kern Taxpert, the additional use of 
petroleum products to equal that 
of cement. Cement is also a “Mono- 
lith” or giant of industry in Kern. 
No trade name intended. 

PAUL SIEMON geologist with 
TWA was transferred from CAS- 
PER here. Mrs. SIEMON and 
young daughter PAULETTE have 
arrived at the home of former May- 
or Alfred Siemon. 

WALTER HARR is with Rota- 
ry Wheel Perforation Cleaner of 
the McGILL tool service. He is 
surrounded by a lot of nice guys 
.. . like BURTON McCUEN, 
JOHN MYER, PAUL TURNER, 





and BURTON PINGREE. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
THOUGHTS ... the way “WOS- 
CO” painted up its big 14 acres of 
signs, buildings and equipment. 
That new look is okey. How to cure 
our dog from barking at cats. 
NEAL SHADRICKS’ fine book- 
keeper C. W. Brooks who is leav- 
ing him. The kindness and gracious 
cooperation of BILL PATTON 
(Wm. F.). The quick way to des- 
cribe California Oil World... 
“COW” .. . just the opposite of 
what our contemporary scribes call 
this column. Long lean lanky non 
cigar smoking Larry O. Miller and 
the easy way he slips into your 
conversation very logically and un- 
stampedably. Never would take 
him for a hardboiled World War 
II captain. Doubling of many 
clients advertising so we can have 
more Kern County Oil News... (or 
is it...) New fields in Kern. Mar- 
tin Orloff’s interest in COW. The 
story about his grand old dad 
which he got to us too late. THE 
RAIN THAT EVEN OILWIGS 
want to fall. 


FIFTY YEARS AGO _ Kern 
County Land Company paid $27,- 
789.00 as the first installment of 
taxes. FORTY YEARS AGO 
Standard was paying 85 cents for 
oil. THIRTY YEARS AGO terms 
of peace were said to tender justice 
for the oppressed for all nations 
of the world. TWENTY YEARS 
AGO Charles S. Franklin and P. 
S. Stark were injured in an air- 
plane crash and recovered. BOTH 
OILMEN FROM TAFT. 


PROGRESS IS THE AMERI- 
CAN WAY OF LIFE. THE PE- 
TROLEUM INDUSTRY IS PRO- 
GRESSIVE. 
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Hold Everything--Until | Get There 


Yes, you can afford to wait, when you depend on BEECHCRAFT for your 


transportation. 


Everywhere, today, oil men are learning that Beechcraft air- 
planes make minutes out of hours, during exacting schedules. 
There is a Beechcraft specifically designed to meet your trans- 


portation requirements. 


Wire, or phone one of the offices below for a personal 
flight demonstration of these airplanes, and you will 
learn how airplanes can solve your transportation 


problems. 


PACIFIC AIRCRAFT SALES COMPANY 


HANGAR #1 
LOCKHEED 
AIR TERMINAL 
BURBANK, CALIF. 
CHARLESTON 6-8081 


OAKLAND 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 


TRINIDAD 2-5731 


BOEING FIELD 
_ SEATTLE, WASH. 
LANDER 0931 
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“Big Toolie’’ was a Gib Morgan creation. 
He could grease the crown pulley with- 
out taking his feet off the ground. 

Did you ever hear about the tool 
dresser who stood so tall he could 
grease the crown block without tak- 
ing his foot off the ground? Or about 
the British syndicate which drilled 
for essence of peppermint (expected 
at 5,000 feet) but struck a buttermilk 
sand instead? Or the 46-mile belt 
from a power plant to a derrick 23 
miles away? Every hear about the 
self-drilling well? 

These and other wonderful tall 
tales go back to the legendary hero 
of the oil fields: Gib Morgan. Cable- 
tool oil men active 30 or more years 
ago can tell you about Gib; many 
younger oil men don’t know about 
him, or may assume he is just a 





Drilling atop Pike's Peak, Gib Morgan 
rode a saddle on the 46-mile-long trans- 
mission belt up to the rig. 
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GIB MORGAN—LEGENDARY 





A review of the biography of ‘‘Gib Morgan, Minstrel Man 

of the Oil Fields,’’ by Mody C. Boatright. Gib Morgan, 

hero of many oil field tall tales, was not a legendary fig- 

ure as many suppose. He actually lived and was a driller 

in most of the major fields of the early cable-tool days 
following the Civil War. 


By DAVID R. KIMSEY 


mythical figure cooked up to be the 
convenient hero of any tall tale. 

Well, it now turns out that Gib 
Morgan was a real flesh and blood 
individual: an actual cable-tool 
driller who worked many fields in 
the years after the Civil War, and 
who initiated scores of unbelievably 
hilarious tales of the oil business. 

The story of Gib (as well as many 
of the tales he told) is now down in 
book form. A Texas man by the name 
of Mody C. Boatright set out to find 
everything he could about Gib Mor- 
gan. The University of Texas, the 
Rockefeller Foundation and others 
gave him grants, and he uncovered a 
wealth of material. It’s all in his 
book: “Gib Morgan, Minstrel of the 
Oil Fields,” which you can get for 
$3.00 from the Texas Folk Lore So- 
ciety, c/o University of Texas, at 
Austin. 

Here’s a sample of Gib’s tales. It 
concerns his cure for a problem in- 
volving big mosquitos in South 
America. 

“Gib knew that with mosquitos 
like that he could expect a lot of 
malaria. The next day he went out 
and geologized around a while and 
made a location on an anticline that 
looked promising. At three hundred 
feet he struck a vein of quinine. Then 
he moved over five-hundred feet to 
the northeast and at four hundred 
feet brought in a five-barrel well of 
whiskey. The crew wanted to drill 
deeper and try to make a commer- 
cial producer out of this well, but 
Gib said no. He had been sent to 
South America to drill for oil. All 
he wanted was a little whiskey for 
medicinal purposes and five barrels 
would be enough.” 


Or take this one—the story of the 
self-drilling well. One day the cable 
acted in a peculiar fashion and then 
snapped. “He reeled out the cable, 
meaning to make up a string of fish- 
ing tools, but he soon discovered 
that the tools were still drilling. He 
could hear them strike the bottom, 
come up, go down and strike again. 
Then he noticed that the stroke was 
getting longer. Each time, the tools 
would come a little higher in the 
well. Pretty soon the rope socket was 
coming almost to the top. 

“The tool dresser hoisted the tongs 
and stood there ready to catch the 
stem when it came above the casing 
head, but Gib told him just to stand 
by and leave it alone until he told 
him to grab. It wasn’t long before 
the rope socket was coming out of 
the well. Then the sinker came, and 
then the jars. After the jars the drill 
stem and then the bit. Gib just stood 
there watching. The tools would go 
up into the derrick and when they 
came down he would guide them 
back into the hole. It was clear now 
what happened: he had struck a vein 
of rubber.” 


The rest of this tale relates how 
Gib watched the performance repeat 
until he noticed a piece of shale on 
the bit and knew the stratum of rub- 
ber had been penetrated. “Now when 
she comes down, grab,” he yelled. 
They attached the cable, went on 
drilling, and brought in a good well. 

Author Mody C. Boatright has 
done a masterful job of presenting a 
true piece of Americana, and one 
that all oil men will enjoy immensely. 
Betty Boatright contributed several 
deft, humorous illustrations to the 
volume, shown on these pages. 
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HERO OF THE OFL 


Fifty-six pages of the text are de- 
voted to an authenticated biography 
of Gib Morgan, who was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1842. He was living 
only seventeen miles from Titusville 
when Drake’s well came in. Soon 
after came the Civil War, and Gib 
enlisted to fight. Returning home in 
1864, he became enmeshed in the oil 
boom. Oil was his career until 1894. 
He died in 1909. His biographer 
traces Gib’s career phase by phase, 
illuminating each episode with the 
tall tales for which Gib was noted. 
In addition to telling the absorbing 
story of Gib, this portion of the book 
describes the equipment and methods 
used by the early oil operators. A 
frontispiece to the book gives the 
only known portrait of Gib Morgan, 
shown in the uniform of a Civil 
War veteran. 


Altogether, there are fifty-one com- 
plete Gib Morgan tales in the book, 
not including many brief anecdotes 
such as the one about a farmer who 
sold pumpkins to a city slicker by 
telling him they were “mule eggs.” 


In some ways, the career of Gib 
Morgan resembles the life of Paul 
Bunyan, legendary lumberjack hero, 
as far as tall tales go. However, Bun- 
yan was pure myth; Morgan was real 
enough. Bunyan was a prodigious 
man, but Morgan seldom relied on 
pure size to make his points. How- 
ever, he did have a tool dresser who 
was as tall as a derrick and was 
twenty-eight inches between the eyes. 
He also had a horse twenty-two yards 
long and a shotgun with twenty-four 
barrels. The author says of Morgan’s 
guns that “one was a fine rifle with 
a telescope sight, the first ever placed 
on a gun. He used to hunt wild pigs 
with it—javelinas they called them 
in Texas. He could climb a mesa or 
even a slight hill, and survey the 
country for thirty miles around. If 
there was a drove of javelinas any- 
where within that radius, he could 
focus his telescope sight on them and 








Rigs and tools were crude 
in Pennsylvania when Gib 
Morgan was drilling. 


draw them up to Where he could hear 
them grunt. The rest was easy. All 
he had to do was pull the trigger. He 
couldn’t miss them. But shooting at 
such long range, he found that the 
meat would often spoil before he 
could get to it. He thought and 
studied a while and then it occurred 
to him to salt his bullets. After that 
he had no trouble.” 

Gib worked for some odd oil com- 
panies, according to his tales (which 
satirized some of the early boom pro- 
motions). The firm he mentions most 
is the Scarcely Able and Hardly Ever 
Get Oil Company, capitalized at 
$5,000,000,000.00, with a paid capi- 
tal of $300.00. 

Reproduced in a fine appendix 
is the complete text of Gib Morgan’s 
contributions to S. W. Munn’s “Use- 
ful Information for Oil Men.” Writ- 
ten in the unorthodox grammar and 
unusual spelling popular among 
humorists around the turn of the cen- 
tury, the material includes Gib’s own 
description of his Cat Exterminator, 
his peppermint well, and the cocoa- 
nut-fired boiler, and similar fascinat- 
ing items. 

While working for such firms (as 
his tales relate), Gib drilled in moun- 
tain country so steep “you could look 
up the chimney and see the cows 
coming home.” Once he was sent out 
to drill a well at a location which a 
geologist selected merely by making 
a cross on a map. It turned out to 
be atop Pike’s Peak, and Gib had to 


set up his boiler twenty-three miles 
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Illustrations shown here are 
by Betty Boatright and are 
some of those in the book. 


away, down in the valley. He rode a 
saddle thrown over the belt to get 
up to the rig. 

These are only a few of the tales. 
To get their full, rich flavor you 
should read the book itself, which is 
destined to become an oil man’s clas- 
sic. The story of the champagne sand, 
the cow that was shot into production 
with nitro, the hole that shrank when 
a vein of alum was struck, the twenty- 
block-long boa constrictor that served 
as an emergency cable, the hotel in 
which all rooms had running ice 
water and Bourbon taps . . . you'll 
never forget these tales! 


Reprinted by courtesy of 
“Tomorrow’s Tools Today,” 
published by Lane Wells Co. 





Gib drilled in hill country so steep ‘‘you 
could look up the chimney fo see the 
cows coming home.” 
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braking power... smooth and positive great Wilson Super Titan Model Rig capable in 
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WILSON SENIOR MODEL WINCH. Note full 
length counter shaft which has catheads on 
both ends. Rotary drive sprocket and clutch 
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mended for wells up to 3,500 feet. 
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American Association of Oilwell 
Drilling Contractors in a survey of 
the 1948 drilling outlook has esti- 
mated that from 33,000 to 35,000 
new wells will be needed in this 
country during the current year to 
keep in step with oil demand. 

The association indicated that the 
United States has fallen behind 
about 35,000 wells in drilling opera- 
tions since 1941, or one full year. 
To restore oil reserves to a mar- 
ginally safe position, the association 
holds that it will be necessary to 
drill at an accelerated rate for three 
or four y2ars to make up the deficit 
in well completions. 

Drilling operations during 1948 
are foreseen by the association as 
only limited by the supply of tubu- 
lar goods and the number of suit- 
able well locations. 

If steel mills find it possible in 
the current year to increase the 
production of casing as much as 8 
per cent, the trade organization an- 
ticipates 35,000 wells can be drilled 
in 1948. These wells would prob- 
ably entail the drilling of approxi- 
mately 122,500,000 ft. of hole. 

3rad Mills, executive vice presi- 
dent of the association, said in a 
recent bulletin that the oil industry 
now is at a point that will not per- 
mit a serious let-down in drilling 
operations. He explained that the 
demand for all oil products is so 
great that only drilling and more 
drilling will provide the additional 
petroleum reserves the country 
must necessarily have to. satisfy 
requirements. 

“With so much work ahead,” he 
added, “every drilling contractor 
will want to check up on both his 
equipment and operating methods. 
He should realize there is a surplus 
of drilling equipment, and that he 
may not be able to keep all of his 
rigs busy all the time, but that in 
spite of such a development he must 
adhere to sound operating practices 
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ntractors 


when there is not enough work to 
go around.” 


One of the most interesting wells 
in the Los Angeles Basin is Seguro 
Petroleum Co.’s Seguro No. 1 on 
the old Union Oil Co. Copeland 
lease, which is seeking new deep 
zone production under the deft guid- 
ance of Severns Drilling Co. To 
present depth around 8000 feet, a 
number of interesting 
have been scored. 


showings 


The banner of General Drilling 
Co. has been changed to Roberts 
Drilling Co., with main offices in 
Los Angeles. The company, which 
is headed by Fred W. Roberts, is 
engaged in contract work for the 
Los Nietos Co, in the West Moun- 
tain area. 

Roberts is a veteran California oil 
man and has been identified with 
many outstanding field successes in 
various state areas. 

T. P. Pike Drilling Co. has been 
assigned contract by Basin Oil Co. 
for five additional drilling jobs in 
the Inglewood area. Pike, mean- 
while, has spudded in a well for 
E. W. Pauley on the Pacific Tube 
Co. preperty at East Los Angeles. 

Drilling events in recent weeks 
were accentuated by Rocky Moun- 
tain Drilling Co.’s successful con- 
pletion of Standard of California’s 
important Eocene discovery well at 
Kettleman Hills Middle Dome. The 
well was finished at a _ redrilled 
depth of 12,281 ft. in a mechanically 
perfect condition all the way from 
grass roots to bottom of the hole. 


George Terry Drilling Co. is rig- 
ging for Crestmont Oil Co.’s Ra- 
mona No. 1 in the Ramona field. 
In the Mount Poso field, the con- 
tractor has just finished Glide No. 
7-23 for Bradford Bishop. 





Santa Maria Drilling Co. is mov- 
ing in equipment to start its con- 
tract job for F. R. Anderson & As- 
sociates of Santa Maria on Sec. 25- 
11n-28w in the Cuvama area of San 
Luis Obispo County, which was 
opened up by Norris Oil Co. 

The Anderson interests acquired 
from Norris all of the latter’s hold- 
ings in the area, except for a 20-acre 


parcel containing the discovery 
well. Involved in the transaction 


was a total of 2760 acres. 

Santa Maria Drilling has been 
assigned by Union Oil Co. contracts 
to drill Newlove No. 80 and No. 81 
in the Orcutt field. 


Acme Drilling Co. has_ been 
awarded contract to drill a well near 
the intersection of 2lst street and 
Orange avenue for S, H. R. Oil Co., 
and another for Harry Hunter & 
Associates at 16th street and Palm 
avenue in the Huntington Beach 
field. 

Acme has completed a producing 
well for Reve Oil Co. in Sec. 10-6s- 
11w in the field. 


Oil well drilling contractors must 
continue to improve their methods 
ond efficiency in operations, giving 
the companies for which they drill 
the greatest possible value in ma- 
terial and manpower for each dollar 
spent. 

This is the sage observation of 
E. C. (Ned) Brown of Brown Drill- 
ing Co. in Long Beach and new 
president of the American Associa- 
tion of Oilwell Drilling Contractors. 

“The industry offers a great op- 
portunity to both technical and non- 
technical young men who are inter- 
ested in the drilling business,” he 
said. “I intend to pay special at- 
tention to the educational programs 
for young men interested in ad- 
vancing their knowledge in our in- 
dustry.” 
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PACIFIC COAST TERRITORY 
TABLE I—CALIFORNIA DEVELOPMENT—PRODUCTION 


California Oil World’s Monthly Summary 


DEVELOPMENT—PRODUCTION—SUPPLY & DEMAND 














NOVEMBER, 1947 DEVELOPMENT PRODUCTION 
Oil Wells Daily Daily 
Active Oil Initial Completed Average Average 
Drilling Wells Production FIRST 11 November November 
Wells Completed B/D Months 1947 1946 
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ASSESS SI i cers or eee re ce nee 2 ee Ney re 1 220 23 3,514 2,166 
8 TESTES RSM © Pe freee Oe UGC RUMI rte te oho ree care es 1 7,398 8,937 
I REC ea SNORE ON eee eee eter: ce a ae ee 295 380 
2 EEE CI RR Se am ee moe OS ne ne ee 164 587 
RD Fs STi cece ele ec SN Era arity vedatceeuccteceeis) _ cbcexicdacesceuceay. cobupaeannabacteeves 210 225 
I ere ree rere tA ve Re Ns 0 re) * talepmbetieens | osuicdeceains | eticensidceture  V aeecee ees  cwtaseecaee crane 
ce |) | ESE eee ee 2 4 269 19 1,056 238 
TOTAL—San Joaquin Valley Region ............ 79 70 6,471 653 428,947 413,124 
COASTAL REGION 
Santa Maria District 
RESTO Se eeeee ee ea eee 3 1 356 2 729 346 
Sa Re eee cee 0 EN Ais ta pl ee aN Pi rer Ch wip Riad 402 267 
Cat Canyon—Weat .2.0.0.0.2. nna. cecncennee ae ens 34 13,823 8,471 
|, ia eee ee eens 1 1 70 3 1) Sr aa: 
SUPINE Soren deck cere kere ee ee re hc eh gn ee he bee TW Ela i ie. ois ens oe a 3,678 3,686 


Page 24 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 









co. 


Sal 


Vel 


So 


Sa 





ly 
age 
mber 
LG 


1,457 
1,487 

297 
9,114 
),348 

179 
|,112 
2, 295 


5,199 
), 264 
3,078 


3,443 
194 








NOVEMBER, 1947 DEVELOPMENT 





PRODUCTION 















































Oil Wells Daily Daily 
Active Oil Initial Completed Average Average 
Drilling Wells Production FIRST 11 November November 
Wells Completed B/D Months 1947 1946 
COASTAL REGION—Continued 
OMIM ane soo roo cra vass castaasttectencoccthctsnes er). PER en fe eh eee 36 5,199 1,899 
OHTA ASA G ON 25255. 5.- ctor caceeneccccsneteastwenseci > <oatetusesansinor=be a 71 i gS Serene eee 
RMN 20ers ese et ace srecseshecucetevtucvaceccdecseusase> it 3 352 26 4,822 3,708 
Banta MIATA. VAllOY «..<<..200.-cs<ecccccccenssnnessse 2 3 431 29 22,810 30,113 
PRA ARIA cea era ches eieccndatetecencccccccsstescss: | Gdecagnascuemeeeegey  iEadeseeviaddccvaee™) <‘ssaeevastsesévsnenee I | | 1 aa pam oe separa aes 
I I ss tao oe onan cs ccnea aces ccecaseseeensecset ey kee aes WA ayes z 661 267 
Santa Barbara District 
RRND cece o os caesar iets se ecsan cs ctcascescvadvesacases canduuccoeenscacecte "_-lasecsccceecesccsesse: . -/aeUeectaetuantsinsce “leceeeneesseeerenaes 3,041 3,300 
NNUAL ree Pores asst sia cescv eseccen doscastaccs ie eRe amet. Fai baa 6 6,850 7,202 
RBMINT TRIB 2 oics cess asic sscacesee ccc ceaccusascsea,))  waccbasacacsdeseoaue, » Calekeceswasetesenessy! _Sesdeascvestauuesine),  esuedvanyspcaaseunes 94 77 
Rae ra CIPLC ets Nn ee ee. | geaataraccecuinas”  sepeaaaenseaeectss) Aukdslactecassédadet:.  <educueseutestecseaten| “yateadaealatagosueons 3 
Ventura District 
OUTTA D. L070 of | SA ee x 1 110 2 5S | erences te 
RRR MO PEIOMN ccc cv cces oa cce cae cca taxes cescenatacaccss 2 A | 435 8 3,319 2,335 
NNN rene aaa gn oc eR es easy. /aaueetOpegeecsaucedel = useudepeteeccsisuer secdeccocchentieeeeeen” ex senesteseedsnsnes 3,355 3,998 
oC Eo E OUT EE Se eae a 1 132 a | 5,524 5,675 
WS ENUE PLWIATND ccs cy case asses cccanessaceccs=sestnaeeses 8 4 2,352 40 52,061 44,823 
North Santa Clara District 
UL Ea ly ae Re Re 2 2 210 23 9,051 7,186 
Hopper Canyon .............-.-sccccccscsscccsccccscens  cessencsececsecsncee " cessnasessensscseace  cestaceatscensensnes 1 182 185 
OBC ORE OB caso ecccs se vccec.ssayesncvececsccnareteewes. “‘savdassevecconsszers  seaibdncecaceacencss. _ | Sepensassaesateaene Z 1,767 1,839 
REMEINR Pe ee kSa ey, ee ccaceutvecs.  “uabadexeactvesssaess)-  ‘ekeddseencdacntueea) | javasancaatlesneenens Re tad eh ee 
Sespe Canyon Group ..............:ccccccccccccesee ( ceeeeeceeeeceeceeeee  teeseeceseessscsecee | tesneneceeeenessesee  setsetseeeeeeeseress 183 285 
NNN RISEN tae rs ee ences! ecdstanaascteaetedsy) eucaasdevadsicuteces: , Beadacaveatescerecs, sas Gaeeeseatses 562 614 
NOUR esis wsecesscect thie cheec aces saesdecetesscsee Be) eee, axaeeedeitiaescas 3 419 242 
South Santa Clara Valley District 
MICA Oe os ooo osot oe andar ada sececcnsanesedesntene 1 - 550 5 3,451 3,346 
PERN EN eet ce soto 5 fcccnicn lector iecssenssrunssaces Bee wade Mi! ee ah ore 3 423 381 
PRUNE POUR ENO 5.5. 5c ccsccesseiscsctecs<nnncosvceessns 3 | 164 8 6,651 5,905 
PRINTER Renee ee ete 6 lacteeaRatiiesse — deechatenaaveeves=st 2 1,434 509 
SIS CANYON <..-..:c-0.<ccecs-cccenceccnsscesesesencens — saateacecenesccnazs — aedeesecneceneocsoss) Secetenceoussensense 3 958 1,100 
MOIe DIOUMEAIN © oo. cscc.ccicedecccccsccccccssenecscseeee 2 2 SUT 14 5,262 4,020 
WAN OID Bac ogee a soe ope yess cae caeacc cee 2 3 392 25 1,791 604 
San Luis Obispo, Santa Clara and Monterey 
NUP Fo a oe any cesses Pas cas dncsacesescsnuevSaseosess 2 1 84 10 246 29 
TOTAL. —Coastal Region. ..............--.-..:.00-00- 41 26 6,086 302 159,295 142,415 
LOS ANGELES REGION 
SOUP INS oe cae ORE epee ee ener 2 2 348 23 13,137 11,145 
Coyote—Bast ............--.--------c-ccescccceccccenceneleccnesnne — cescececenserscense — aeeatesteqecensaesns  seesnesersesecssnses it 4,666 4,670 
ES WWI oo ooo eoseksdesec cece nantes ceensnasaosucncetertss 2 3 304 20 15,603 15,207 
NNSA RN ses ge oso choco 32 cas -tenssoseceeaee2sceocessestes Ce die aE * Solin s buresremes pia 3 14,589 15,242 
BBE TAGE: ATIRBCICH: -..<.....<.<2<55-<0c0s00ccsecearessoddecescee~ a 1 21 4 1,249 690 
Ml SOPUNGO nc... <sacacevesesencensneccusccecececseseeserncesne | Sectuscasceesenanns —aeestatensedeceaesss | onicecsteesesecensrez eaaescensntaceescie 405 570 
Muntington Beach. ...........:-....<:c-.e-c.--aseseceoere+- 14 18 1,627 99 52,290 46,733 
ROM Gace soccer seas cce dec cacnctevaaenpsta=ecececacteeess 1 2 154 4 11,593 12,368 
MRM ct eso oe vest at oe casey e-tecSzeesbiedeeners Or. xtexekealne § ondteenece 8 23,289 23,934 
NNN co cg cca c pe eeeieclanc cutie . iédgaaecgiliaceseegee  “Sussedamiccecageiesy Ga sseteesbsaenanas 1 7,123 7,964 
RON oe as oa nna vas eas cate aenee cane en n | 3 589 49 6,831 6,870 
Playa Del Rey ......-------c--scs-csccccccccccccsessssececcnsnes — cesteceeecsssenceees —aeeasastecensncesers seeesecseensecensore  encseenenneeanaeecs 1,964 2,368 
RUNS ssa A es teh oS eanayeaa. gscehsstaexcsss 1 af 112 2 1,014 742 
RING skh fans os hoe rc cack Fecaeceeses Ms eee eens 5 Sayings acs 6 6,638 6,950 
Rosecrans-Athens Group .........---.----::+:00-e0+ Bl ascssnanpceecuceces,) . ceustedesattenchesse 2 4,610 4,809 
SONAL SU Ses 5 1 nn BE eu eeeisy auch Sonera 1 15,898 16,474 
ONL hn cr GR SRR RAE Pei noe ore ere ere rer Oe ess» «sb dateratearee 14 10,965 10,512 
SR NSN ss ae cea an peer cada chan cece BED og ease ence. Kausttamersseeeeee 2 7,784 8,395 
RAR ee eee on ee IE Caulder secteeenmaa Dy vedusesersenesceeusly” | laconsauasencanneens 1 955 998 
WIRMENABDUION 2c cseccct eo oce c= suns tose-- Concsataessecadeeresnesvescs 30 29 11,793 225 138,582 115,554 
BEATS AE co hohe ese each dcseceeccecachevccouadabe © weceuceuctecacstage “ndesabactenvavonense:  Garsatecesccnnecaneai | isveedutoacsatsatenss 207 214 
QRS EE SER reer ene ete i ay oes, Ser Pe Meee eRe rear 3 1,918 1,540 
TOTAL—Los Angeles Region ....................---- 75 59 14,948 486 341,310 313,949 
EXPLORATORY 
ONE CY (| SE aoe OD ero BB eccesescccstecececs — ccceecccceeesccsnnne) — secerenscnatecceneas)— ceceadeteacsencnsee _Searscdsesanaaeoness 
a O02 tee a eI een en eee ee eee RE -scetddeeeieccnesec, | gadesceadvewsenecs | “ decdubaciaucceemcue ) /scoakapeyseeanecsciell oc sowsmuscceenahenses 
(CLES | emer Dake anaes eee eneenesr 3 2 Gas AD eae arasesiasee, ©) caatecdnceieeanee 
POT ATs CAT ORINA, onan - ance ccceeccccsonnsenenseoe 246 157 27,505 1,882* 929,552 869,488 


*Includes gas wells completed and 396 drilling wells abandoned. 


SECOND ISSUE, JANUARY, 1948 


- 


Vootection 
oven 









Modern Casing anc 
Pipe Protection Needs 
are Greater Than Ever 


Today’s experience indicates that the cost of drilling operations 







has approximately doubled for every 5,000 feet of hole. 






Statistics show that the average drilling depth is increasing each 





year, and that more powerful and more costly equipment is 

















needed to reach these new depths. Patterson-Ballagh LIPPED 





Casing Protectors and Drill Pipe Stabilizers cut ever-increasing 
drilling costs by saving wear on newer, heavier equipment, cas- 


ing and drill pipe. You get many more feet of hole per string 


of tools operated, with rubber minimizing friction and wear. : 

For 21 years, Patterson-Ballagh Casing Protectors have kept ac 

pace with drilling needs, always giving YOU perfection in protec- “de 

tion. The new LIPPED Casing Protectors are ‘PROTECTION : 
PROVEN” to meet the faster and more rugged drilling condi- 

tions and save you in the overall cost of drilling. ra 





LIPPED CASING PROTECTORS : 


MAIN OFFICE: 1900 EAST 65th STREET, LOS ANGELES 1, CALIFORNIA el 
6247 Navigation Blvd., Houston 11, Texas * 808 Graybar Bldg., New York 17, N. Y. * 330 Russ Bldg., San Francisco 4, Calif. fi 
T.L.P.S.A., Santiago Del Estero 286, Buenos Aires, Argentina °* H. F. Towler, 9 Cavendish Square, London, W1, England S 
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Follis and Petersen Advanced 
at Standard 

Two important actions were 
taken by the board of directors of 
Standard Oil Company of California 
on Jan. 8th to broaden the execu- 
tive administration of the corpora- 
tion, Chairman of the Board H. 
D. Collier announced. 


T. S. Petersen 


A new office of Vice-Chairman of 
the Board was created with Mr. 
R. G. Follis, President since 1945, 
advanced to that position, 

Mr. T. S. Petersen, Vice-Presi- 
‘dent and Director, was advanced to 
the position of President to succeed 
Mr. Follis. 

Mr. Collier explained that the 
rapid and extensive development of 
both the Company’s domestic and 
foreign operations with attending 
unprecedented and complex prob- 
lems had made these administrative 
moves most desirable. 

Mr. Follis, a graduate of Prince- 
ton University, began work with 
Standard Oil Company of Califor- 
nia in 1924 at its Richmond Refin- 
ery. After service both in Bakers- 
field and El Paso, he returned to 
San Francisco in 1932, and in 194) 
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was made general manager of the 
Manufacturing Department. Mr. 
Follis was elected to the Board in 
1942 and advanced to the presiden- 
cy in 1945, 

Mr. Petersen’s career with the 
Company started in 1922 at Port- 
land, Oregon, and had been largely 
identified with marketing activities 
prior to becoming manager of Em- 
ployee Relations and Personnel De- 
partment in 1938. Later he was gen- 
eral manager of Sales, and in 1942 
was elected to the Board. Since 
then he has been associated with 
general administrative duties in the 
Company. 


Executive Appointments 
Made at Oil Well Supply 


The appointment of M. F. Hazel 
of Dallas as general manager of 
sales for the Oil Well Supply Com- 
pany, U.S. Steel subsidiary, was an- 
nounced on January 11th by Lloyd 
IX. Tracy, sales vice president. 

At the same time Mr. Tracy an- 
nounced the appointment of K. B. 
Winstead, also of Dallas, as assis- 
tant general manager of sales, with 
headquartezs at Dallas. 

V. J. Waters was named manager 
of the Central Midwest division 
of Oil Well Supply Company with 
headquarters in’ Dallas. 





Mr Hazel, a native of Bellefonte, 
Pa., and a graduate mechanical en- 
gineer from Penn State College, be- 
came associated with Oil Well Sup- 
ply Company in 1930 as service en- 
gineer. From 1930 until 1943, he 
served in various capacities in East 
Texas and Oklahoma, becoming 
sales manager for both the West 
Texas and the East Texas-North 
Lousiana-Arkansas_ Districts. In 
1941, he was assistant division man- 
ager at Houston. In 1943 he entered 
the United States Navy with the 
rank of lieutenant. He returned to 
Oil Well Supply Company in 1946 
as assistant to the vice president. 

Mr. Hazel will be responsible for 
coordinating sales activities of the 
domestic and export divisions and 
the tubular department. 

Mr. Winstead, a native of Weath- 
erford, Tex., became connected with 
Oil Well Supply Company in 1921, 
and has been located at Fort Worth, 
Breckenridge, Wichita Falls, and 
at Dallas. He has served in various 
capacities, in 1946 becoming man- 
ager of the then Central Midwest 
division. 

Mr. Waters, a native of Hartford 
City, Ind., came into the “Oilwell” 
organization in 1919. He has served 
at Cushing, Wynona, Bryant, Shid- 
ler, Okmulgee, Wewoka, and Tul- 
sa, Oklahoma, and has been station- 
ed in Dallas since 1932. 





C. A. Bell, V. J. Waters, M. F. Hazel and K. B. Winstead. 














F rustrated? Barred from action? You carbon, alloy, stainless, tool and specialty 
needn’t be. Just call Jorgensen—you’ll find steel to solve your immediate problems 
them on the right side—eager and ready to without delay. When you need action — 


help with large and diversified stocks of ALWAYS CALL JORGENSEN FIRST! 










rou EARLE M. JORGENSEN CO. 
sOROEM Sg, STEEL 


3/774 Hie 
= Ij | LOS ANGELES OAKLAND SAN FRANCISCO HOUSTON 
whe et MK 10650 So. Alameda 1657 22nd St. Ask Operator for 5311 Clinton Dr. 
ee Be _  Weas 0281 Higate 4-2030 Enterprise 10942 Charter 4-176] 
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Mr. Bell, native of Mississippi, 
began work with “Oilwell” in 1924. 
He has been associated with the 
company at Stroud, Seminole, 


Maud, Wewoka, and _ Earlsboro, 
Oklahoma, and at Houston and 
Dallas. 


George P. Deane, vice president 
of Hancock Oil Co., died in Long 
Beach. 

Born and educated in England, 
Deane came to the United States 
in 1908 and for the past 20 years was 
with Hancock. He became a citizen 
of this country in 1918 and 25 years 
ago moved to Los Angeles from Se- 
attle where he was a certified public 
accountant. 

He joined Hancock in 1928 and 
rapidly won promotions within the 
organization. He was a member of 
the Masonic order. Surviving are 
the widow, Lorna, and two daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Barbara Dimock of Beth- 
el, Alaska, and Miss Janet Deane of 
Long Beach. 


Vacationing at Palm Springs for 
the past several weeks has been 
Ashley DeWitt, long time California 
oil leader. The desert spa in recent 
years has become DeWitt’s favorite 
Southland recreational center. 


Reese H. Taylor, president of Un- 
ion Oil Co., was honored by the 
Southern California Financial Writ- 
ers Association at a luncheon meet- 
ing at the Stock Exchange Club in 
Los Angeles. Taylor at the meet- 
ing was given the 1947 award of 
merit and achievement in recogni- 
tion of the consistent manner in 
which he had stressed and spread 
the doctrine of free enterprise. 


John J. Gallagher, recently ap- 
pointed resident manager for Union 
Oil at Fresno, started to work at 
Santa Cruz in 1935 as a tank truck 
salesman. He was graduated from 
Berkeley High School and the Uni- 
versity of California. 


Don E. Gilman, -executive vice 
president of Western Oil and Gas 
Association, has been appointed to 
the National Petroleum Council by 
Interior Secretary Krug. He re- 
places Ralph B. Lloyd, president 
of the association, who resigned re- 
cently from the council. 
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Frank Morgan Heads 
Petroleum Section 
American Red Cross 


Frank A. Morgan, Vice President 
of Richfield Oil Corporation, has 
been appointed General Chairman 
of the Petroleum Section of the 
American National Red Cross, Los 
Angeles Chapter, for 1948. 

The budget to be raised by the 
Los Angeles Chapter is $2,409,000 
as against a sum of $2,325,000 raised 
last year. 





Frank Morgan 


The general campaign in the Los 
Angeles area will start about March 
1; however, Mr. Morgan plans to 
have his committee in the field early 
in February so that the solicitation 
of the corporate gifts especially can 
be completed and out of the way 
before the opening of the general 
campaign. 

In his acceptance of this assign- 
ment Mr. Morgan aptly stated, “I 
think I have the finest collecting job 
in the world. The Red Cross needs 
no selling and the oil industry needs 
no prodding when a big charity job 
is involved.” 

Further personnel of the oil in- 
dustry committee will be announced 
later. 

Jerry Philips, widely known mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles oil frater- 
nity, is back in the City of the 
Angels from a tour of petroleum 
centers in Western Canada. 


Theodore C. Coleman, formerly an 
official of Northrop Aircraft, Inc., 
has been appointed assistant treas- 
urer of Standard of California, ac- 
cording to an announcement by 
George J. O’Brien, Los Angeles vice 
president of Standard. 


Richard S. Miesse, veteran Cali- 
fornia oil operator, in recent months 
has been spending most of his time 
in Texas, where he is associated 
with a number of development pro- 
grams. 

C. A. Johnson, president of Holly 
Development Co. in Los Angeles, 
was in attendance at the quarterly 
meeting of the Independent Petro- 
leum Association of America at Mid- 
land, Texas, on January 19-20. 

Johnson, who is a vice president 
of the association for Southern Cali- 
fornia, has been an active member 
of the executive branch of the asso- 
ciation for a number of years. 


Carl Stamm and Robert Kulp 
have returned to the engineering de- 
partment of Southern California Gas 
Co. at Los Angeles after completion 
of work on the Texas-California gas 
pipeline. 


Joseph Jensen, petroleum engi- 
neer and geologist for Tide Water 
Associated Oil Co., is well on the 
road to recovery from a serious ill- 
ness, which kept him from his desk 
for several weeks. 


J. K. Wadley, Texas, and New 
York oil operator, well known in 


California, has plans drawn _ for 
working the Granite King gold 


property in the Hornitos district. 


John W. Baldwin is president of 
the New Balscher Oil Co., which is 
drilling on a 200 acre lease near the 
Round Mountain field. Russell J. 
Schuck is vice president and treas- 
urer, and Milton A. Taylor, secre- 
tary. 


Virus X, which in recent weeks 
has temporarily incapacitated many 
California oil men, finally caught up 
with Tommy Williams of Universal 
Consolidated. His attack, however, 
fortunately was of short duration. 
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Run a comparative test. Compare the 
REED “Kor-King” with any other core drill 


and standardize on the one that gives the best results. 


Many of our best customers have stand- 
ardized on REED “Kor-King” CORE 
DRILLS only after making careful per- 
formance comparisons. Their compari- 
sons have shown to their complete satis- 
faction, that REED “Kor-Kings” consist- 
ently get a higher percentage recovery 
of good cores. 


Other reasons for this preference are the 
long life and fast drilling action of Reed 
cutter heads, the simple, rugged con- 


struction of “Kor-King” core barrels, and 
the easily replaceable oil resistant core 


barrel bearings. 


Use a Reed “Kor-King” on your next cor- 
ing job. Keep records. Compare percent- 
age recovery, core quality, and cutter 
head performance. You will see for your- 
self why Reed “Kor-King” core drills are 
the preference of leading operators—all 


over the world. 


tONDON: 59 Wool Exchange, Coleman S$t., London €.C.2, England 
NEW YORK: 1836 RCA Building, New York 20, New York 
ARGENTINA: Avenida Presidente Roque, Saenz Pena 1124, Buenos Aires, on 


Gulf Coast, Mid-Continent and Rocky Mountain Distributor for Martin-Decker Products 
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PREPARED FROM CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD NEWS SERVICE 


Los Angeles Basin 


Long Beach 
Well Rigging 

Los Nietos Co. is rigging up to 
start the drill in its interesting East 
Long Beach Comm. No. 1 in Sec. 
33-4s-12w in the Long Beach area. 
The lease involved some 3000 par- 
cels and it represented the largest 
number of oil leases ever to be re- 
corded at one time by Los Angeles 
County. The well will slant drill 
under some 1000 acres in East Long 
Beach district. 


Orange County 
Active Center 

Tide Water Associated is drilling 
ahead below 1300 ft. with its Mar- 
tin No. 1 exploratory hole in Sec. 21- 
5s-lOw in the Santa Ana Gardens 
area, Orange County. Universal 
Consolidated’s C. & T. No. 1 in Sec. 
5-4s-9w in the Richfield area is mak- 
ing hole at 6889 ft. Morton and Sons 
has carried El Toro No. 14-1 in Sec. 
14-0s-8w in the El Toro area and 
has suspended operations at that 
level. Spitfire Oil Co. is preparing 
to drill Davenport No. 4 at Rich- 
field. They also plan two shallow 
and one deep test. 


Palos Verdes 
Wildcat Idle 

Lesco Oil Corp.'s Sepulveda No. 1 
wildcat test in Sec. 22-5s-14w in the 
Palos Verdes area in Los Angeles 
County is reported idle at 705 ft. 


Beach Well 
Drills Ahead 

Seguro Petroleum Co.’s Seguro 
No. 1 in Sec. 34-5s-1l1w in the Hunt- 
ington Beach field, which at last re- 
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ports was drilling ahead at 8000 ft., is 
being watched with more than or- 
dinary interest. The last core taken 
at 7960 ft. indicated the hole was 
still in hard oil sand. The project 
appears to be running several hund- 
red feet deeper on structure than the 
Southern Belle Oil Co. well drilled 
near-by some months ago. At ap- 
proximately 6900 ft., the Temblor 
was topped, a formation in the Los 
Angeles Basin that has shown but 
little inclination to produce satis- 
factorily due to its hard and tight 
character. Down structure sands 
normally are coarser and more por- 
ous and in view of the location of 
the Seguro venture prospects of 





commercial production there should 
be somewhat enhanced. 

Harvey Hunter Associates is pre- 
paring to drill a new well in the 
beach area at 16th and Palm streets. 
It will be tagged P. T. No. 3. 





Alondra Test 
Redrills Ahead 

After redrilling to 5899 ft., Brit- 
ish-American Oil Prod. Co. is pre- 
paring to set whipstock at 5529 ft. 
in its Park Bodger No. 1 in Sec. 
22-3s-14w in the Alondra area to re- 
direct hole. The project, which went 
to an original depth of 9408 ft., 
stood idle for some months before 
present operations were initiated. 


Shell Rindge No. 25 Inglewood Field. Dunlap and Graham Contractors. Left to right: 
W. R. Garris, rotary helper; Frank Dieter, derrick man; Joe Kelley, driller; R. A. Michel- 
son, rotary helper; C. R. Cooper, cathead. 
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North of the Del Valle field, the 
same operating interest is coring at 
5564 ft. with Kinler-So. Cal. No. 1 in 
Sec. 16-4n-17w. 

Inglewood 

Lively Area 


Basin Oil Co. has staked locations 
for five more drilling jobs in the 
Inglewood area, where for some 
months it has been going forward 
with an interesting development 
campaign. The new drill sites all 
fall in Sec. 28-2s-l4w. No. 3-1 in 
the section, meanwhile, is coring at 
10,239 ft. No. 5-1 is making hole 
at 7636 it. 





Newhall Tests 
Make Progress 

Bankline Oil’s wildcat in the 
Newhall area, Newhall Corp. No. 1 
in Sec. 31-4n-1l6w, is drilling at 5677 
ft. Mutual Development is drilling 
conglomerate at 6085 ft. with San- 
born No. 1 in Sec. 6-3n-l6w., and 
has reached 6578 ft. with Lassalle 
No. 1 in Sec. 10. Standard of Cali- 
fornia has added as completed Frew 
No. 1-4 in Sec. 29. It flowed at the 






face is provided 
to keep the bit 
drilling at the 
desired angle. 
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The Sievers Reamer is the ideal 
tool for directional work because 
the cutters, throughout their entire 
length, contact from 30% to 35% 
of the circumference of the hole. A 
Reamer is necessary to obtain com- 
plete and proper control of direc- 
tional drilling—to achieve smooth 
changes of angle and to maintain 
the course of the well. By placing a 
Sievers Reamer directly above the 
drilling or coring bit, a large sur- 
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rate of 1074 barrels of 21.3 gravity 
oil and 425,000 cubic ft. of gas a day 
from 8604 ft. Newhall L. & F. No. 
5-1 in Sec. 34-4n-low is plugged at 
8070 ft. and testing liner water shut 
off. Total depth is 9296 ft. Near 
Castaic, L. R. Wilhite and Claude 
Kavanaugh are drilling at 1225 ft. 
with Wilhite-Jenkins No. 1 in Sec. 
18-5n-l6w. 


Los Angeles 
Well Drills 

General Petroleum’s Industrial 
No. 1 test in Sec. 8-2s-12w in the 
East Los Angeles area is drilling 
at 4870 ft. The company has given 
up as a production failure its Alon- 
dra Comm. No. 8-1 in Sec. 16-3s-14w 
at Alondra. Total depth is 8985 ft., 
with top schist at 8922 ft. 





Canoga Park 
Try Runs Liner 

Liner is running in Vincent F. 
Stabeck’s Knapp No. 4 in Sec. 14- 
1n-17w at Canoga Park, after casing 
was cemented at 365 ft. Original 
bottom is 790 ft., with plug at 510 ft. 


Santa Fe 
Test Cores 

Standard of California’s Hough- 
ton Comm. No. 1 in Sec. 36-2s-12w 
near the Santa Fe Springs field is 
spot coring at 11,360 ft. In the E| 
Segundo area a short distance irom 
the airport, Standard is redrilling at 
6936 ft. with Six Companies No. 1 in 
Sec. 2-3s-15w, after going to 7033 ft. 
originally and milling window at 
6600-6622 ft. to set whipstock. 





Val Verde 
Try Redrills 

Redrilling at 8201 ft. is the latest 
word from Texas Co.’s Malis No. 1 
in Sec. 10-4n-17w in the Val Verde 


area in Los Angeles County. Old 
depth is 8363 ft. 





Lawndale 
Test Digs 


Seaboard Oil Co.’s Pauley-Sea- 
board No. 81-20 in Sec. 20-3s-14w in 
the Lawndale area is drilling ahead 
at 7719 ft. The project is believed 
more favorably located on structure 
than a prior test. 
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Guadalupe Test 
Cements Below Shoe 
Continental Oil has cemented be- 
low shoe of casing set at 2790 ft. in 
its San Dune-Le Roy No. 1 in Sec. 
3-10n-36w in the Guadalupe area in 
San Luis Obispo County in an at- 
tempt to correct a water condition. 
Total depth is 3503 ft. In the Huas- 
na area, Danciger Oil & Refining 
Co. is making hole at 3972 ft. with 
Twitchell No. 1 in Sec. 35-32s-15e. 





Olivera Canyon 
Well Completing 

In the completion stage is Union 
Oil’s Wickenden No. 1-28 test in 
Sec. 28-9n-32w in the Olivera Can- 
yon area of Santa Barbara County. 
The project went to a total depth 
of 6508 ft. The company meantime, 
has made location for Canada de la 
Brea No. 11 in Sec. 32-3n-18w in the 
Simi area, Ventura County. 





Zaca Projects 
Drilling Ahead 

Tide Water Associated Oil Co.’s 
Chamberlin No. 51 in Sec. 32-8n- 
3lw in the Zaca area, Santa Barbara 
County, is drilling Chert at 5466 ft. 
Luton No. 135 in Sec. 29 is digging 
at 4721 ft. 


Conejo 
Try Idle 

Still idle at 6465 ft. is Ti-Bell 
Drilling and Roy, Inc., Janss No. 
1 in Sec. 33-2n-19w in the Conejo 
area, Ventura County. 


Bardsdale 
Well Cements 

Cleveland Oil Co.’s Elkins No. 3 
in Sec. 6-3n-19w in the Bardsdale 
field is standing with casing cement- 
ed at 4160 ft. Total depth is 4512 
ft. in the Sespe. 








Four Deer 
Well Flows 

Sunray Oil Corp. has completed 
its fifth well on the Los Flores Ran- 
cho in the Four Deer field in Santa 
Barbara County. 

The well flowed 74 barrels on a 
10-hour test through a 15/64-in. ori- 
fice from Upper Miocene. Gravity 
was 35-deg. and initial cut very 
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slight. The new producer, known 
as Los Flores No. 6, is bottomed at 
4898 ft. and has casing set at 4395 
ft. 

Sunray’s field discovery well was 
completed in June, 1947. It flowed 
536 barrels of 35.4 gravity oil from 
Miocene sand lens from 4805 to 
4830 ft. The No. 2 well is produc- 
ing from both the Chert and Mio- 
cene-Pliocene contact zones. Three 
other wells find their source of pro- 
duction in the contact zone. 


The company has only been in the 
California development picture a 
year and a half. Nevertheless, in 
that short time Sunray has account- 
ed for the completion of 16 pro- 
ducers in Santa Barbara County and 
an unsuccessful exploratory venture 
in Tulare County. 

Careaga No. 1 in Sec. 5-8n-33w 
on a lease adjoining the Los Flores 
property is standing with surface 
pipe set on present bottom of 400 ft. 


Saticoy 
Try Digs 
Superior Oil Co. continues to 


prospect ahead at a depth below 
12,850 ft. in its Saticoy No. 1 in 


Sec. 10-2n-22w in the Saticoy area, 
Ventura County. 


San Ardo 
Try Fails 

Texas Co. has abandoned its Lom- 
bardi No. 2 in Sec. 27-22s-10e in the 
San Ardo area of Monterey County. 
The venture was drilled to 2470 ft. 
and encountered a twist-off. Lost bit 
was found impossible to recover. 
North American Oil Consolidated is 
ready to drill well No. 2 in Sec. 
27-22s-10e. Four miles southwest 
of Salinas, Sand Bowl Group has 
made location for Metz No. 1 in Sec. 
1-15s-2e. 


Montalvo 
Try Deep 

Standard of California’s Maxwell 
No. 1 test in Sec. 23-2n-23w at 
Montalvo in Ventura County is spot 
coring at 17,696 ft., a new depth 
record for the state. Location for 
McGrath No. 62 has been made in 
Sec. 25. Richfield Oil is preparing 
to clean out its Del Cielo No. 1 in 
Sec. 30-2n-22w. Last production 
had declined to 49 barrels of net 
oil daily. 





General Petroleum Corp. Alondra Community 8-1, Hayes and Sprague Drillers. Left 
to right: B. Braden, driller; I. L. Brewer, derrick man; H. H. Hamill, pipe racker; J. L. 
Smith, cat head. 
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Sespe Wildcat 
Exploring Ahead 

Republic Operators, Inc., has 
reached 4361 ft. with Arundell No. 
6-1 in Sec. 6-4n-19w in the Sespe 
area and is prospecting ahead. Eagle 
Rock Petroleum Co.’s Eagle Rock 
No. 1 test in Sec. 36-5n-20w is idle 
at 1100 ft. 
Cat Canyon 
Well Testing 

Water shut off is being put to trial 
in General Petroleum’s Fullerton 
No. 1 test well in Sec. 31-9n-32w in 
the Cat Canyon area. Total depth 
is 3800 ft., with casing set at 3070 ft. 
Goleta Test 
Fishing Pipe 

Fishing drill pipe and reamers is 
the current position of Honolulu Oil 
Corp.’s Honolulu - Signal - Macco 
State No. 309-2 in Sec. 19-4n-28w 
at Goleta in Santa Barbara County. 
Present depth is 6920 ft. 





Cat Canyon 
Well Yields 


Douglas Oil Co. has completed its 


Los Flores No. 16 in Sec. 22-9n-33w 
in the Cat Canyon field at 6140 ft. 
for an initial yield of 207 barrels of 
13 gravity oil daily. Initial cut was 
2 per cent. No. 2 in the section is 
drilling at 3595 ft. No. 13 is grading 
ground. 


Orcutt Well 
Pumping Oil 
-Rice Ranch Oil Co. has placed 
its Brookshire No. 12 in Sec. 23-9n- 
34w in the Orcutt area on the pump 
at a finishing depth of 3100 ft. for an 
initial output of 50 barrels of 23.5 
gravity crude daily, cutting 30 per 
cent. Casing is set at 2350 ft. 


Arroyo Grande 
Well Starting 


Edwin W. and Harold R. Pauley 
have spudded their Mutual No. 1 
well in Sec. 5-32s-13e in the Arroyo 
Grande-Edna area in San Luis Obis- 
po County. Adams Oil Co. has 
made location for Dollie No. 9 in 
Sec. 6-32s-13e. Tiber Oil Co. is 
cleaning out Machado No. 5 in Sec. 
31-31s-13e, with hole bottomed at 
1025 ft. 





Jim Burns, veteran shipping clerk, 
checks the weight on a coil of 
marine cordage in the Tubbs 
Mills. 


Even at its final 
stage of produc- 





Yolo County 
Venture Tests 

Sheil Oil Co. is ready to test its 
Pleasant Creek Unit No. 11 gas test 
in Sec. 22-8n-lw in the Pleasant 
Creek area of Yolo County, after 
side-wall sampling and running geo- 
phone and dipmeter. Original depth 
is 6250 ft. Plugged back depth is 
2007 ft. In the Kirby Hills of So- 
lano County, the company is pre- 
paring to run casing in Lambie No. 
5 in Sec. 25-4n-lw to set at a point 
above bottom at 6802 ft. 
Dunnigan Hills 
Wildcat Drills 

In the Dunnigan Hills area in 
Yolo County, Superior Oil Co. has 
spudded its Donahue No. 1 gas pros- 
pect in Sec. 27-11n-lw and at last 
reports had persevered with the drill 
to a depth below 1950 ft. 


Wiley Canyon 
Test Inactive 

Drilling has been suspended at a 
depth of 2624 ft. in Hamilton and 
Sherman’s Venreco No. 1 test in 
Sec. 1-3n-19w in the Wiley Canyon 
area in Ventura County. 





A MODERN ABSORPTION PLANT 
NATURAL GASOLINE PLANTS 


tion—in the shipping room—skilled rope experts care- 
fully check each coil of Tubbs rope to assure uniform 
quality: This Men and Rope combination go hand in 
hand to assure a product that year in and year out 
—for nearly a century of rope making—have won for 
the name Tubbs a place of leadership for rope that 
gives extra wear and dependability. 


Manufactured by 


TUBBS CORDAGE COMPANY 


Mills in San Francisco — Seattle 
Distributed by: 
BETHLEHEM SUPPLY COMPANY 
(Mid-Continent and California) 
Allied Supply Co. Clarke-Wall, Inc. 
Hickey Pipe & Supply Co. 
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San Joaquin Valley 


Paloma Field 
Adds Producers 


Western Gulf Oil Co. has com- 
pleted another excellent well on its 
gun club property of the Los An- 
geles Athletic Club. The well, Pal- 
oma Unit No. 12-1 in Sec. 1-32s- 
26e, was finished at 11,868 ft., flow- 
ing at the rate of 506 barrels daily 
of 34.2 gravity oil through a 14/64- 
in. orifice. 

The club now has a total of seven 
wells producing on its property at 


Paloma. More than half of the total 
holdings of 1320 acres has been 
proved. 


Richfield Oil’s M. & L. No. 78-24 
test well in Sec. 24-31s-25e is drill- 
ing ahead at 3159 ft. 


Globe Wildcat 
Rigging Derrick 

One mile northwest of the 
edge of the Midway-Sunset field, 
Shell Oil is rigging derrick to start 
the drill in its Vedder-USL No. 1 
wildcat in Globe Anticline area in 
Sec. 9-31s-22e, Kern County. 


west 


Tejon Test 
Scheduled 

Drilling & Production Co. has 
made location for No. J. V. 78-32 
test in Sec. 32-11n-19w in the Tejon 
area. The company’s No. 45-19 in 
Sec. 19-11n-18w was abandoned the 
other day as a production failure at 
3565 ft. 

Andrew J. Crevolin, Joe Novelli 
and C» M. Morse are understood to 
have taken over from Ward B. Blod- 
get 100 acres in the area, with a 
drilling job scheduled there in the 
near future. The property adjoins 
holdings of the Gene Reid Explor- 
ation Co. 


San Luis Obispo 
Animated County 

Sparked by Norris Oil Co.’s Cu- 
yama No. 2 discovery well in Sec. 
25-11n-28w in the Cuyama Valley 
area, San Luis Obispo County is 
attracting new development inter- 
est. Incidentally, the Norris oil 
finder currentlv vields 160 barrels a 
day from a plugged depth of 1918 
ft. Original bottom is 1990 ft. 





Standard Vickers No. 1-38, Inglewood*Field. Drilled by Standard. Left to right: stand- 
ing—C. R. Jennison, foreign drilling trainee; N. L. Ratliff, derrick man; K. E. Sigmund, 


rotary helper; G. E. Price, pipe racker: M. Hughes, driller. 


Left to right, kneeling: 


Ted Scarbrough, cat head; P. D. Hadaway, lee tongs. 
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Large and small operating organj- 
zations are continuing their cuest 
for leases available in the vicinity 
of the discovery well. Gene Reid 
Exploration Co. is reported to have 
obtained 40 acres a short distance 
west of the Norris well. FP. H. 
Frank and Elmer Von Glahn are 
drilling Indian No. 1 in Sec. 23-11n- 
28w at 1170 ft. in shale. 

Six miles west of the Temblor 
field near the San Luis Obispo and 
Kern County line, but on the San 
Luis Obispo County side, Contin- 
ental Oil is drilling sand and shale 
at 1984 ft. with British-American- 
Dodds-Thomas Unit No. 1 in See. 
22-30s-20e. 


Arvin Try 
Drills Ahead 

British-American Oil Prod. Co. 
and the Capital Co. are coring at 
7693 ft. with Arvin Comm. No. A-47 
in Sec. 26-31s-29e in the Arvin area, 
Kern County. On formation test of 
the interval of 7589-7636 ft., recov- 
ery consisted of 51 ft. of oil stained, 
gassy sand. On test of the interval 
of 7591-7636 ft. a light to strong 
blow was noted, with a recovery of 
210 ft. of gas cut mud with a trace 
of oil. 


McDonald Tests 
Redrilling Ahead 

Independent Exploration Co. is 
redrilling at 3429 ft. with Layman 
No. 1 in Sec. 18-28s-20e in the Mc- 
Donald Anticline area, Kern Coun- 
ty. Theta No. 62 in Sec. 20, re- 
cently taken over by Superior Oil 
from Independent, is redrilling at 
5885 ft. 





Round Mountain 
Wildcat Starts 

South of the Round Mountain 
field, Balscher Oil Co. has location 
staked for Howell’s No. 1 test in 
Sec. 32-28s-29e. The company is 
headed by John Baldwin, with 
headquarters at 205 South Beverly 
Drive, Beverly Hills. 





Temblor Try 
Gets Ready 

Signal Oil & Gas Co. has made 
location for Westates No. 1, a wild- 
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cat test in Sec. 35-29s-20e in the 
Temblor area, which probably will 
go to a minimum depth of 4000 ft. 





Barnsdall Active In 
San Joaquin Valley 


Barnsdall Oil Co. has been re- 
warded with a present yield of 115 
barrels of oil daily for drilling its 
Alma No. 3 in Sec. 15-28s-28e in the 
Sharktooth area to a total depth of 
2796 ft. Location for No. 4 is grad- 
ing on the section. 

In the McKittrick area, Barns- 
dall’s Leutholz No. 1 in Sec. 22-30s- 
22e is drilling shale at 5506 ft. Rob- 
ertson No. 1 in Sec. 20-25s-19e near 
Devils Den is still a location only. 


Shale Hills 
Test Deeper 


General Petroleum is drilling at 
5510 ft. with Berry No. 11-15 ex- 
ploratory hole in Sec. 15-28s-20e in 
the Shale Hills area. Ninkovitch 
No. 62-9 in Sec. 9-30s-2le near Mc- 
Kittrick is making hole ahead at 
7308 ft. 







FLEXO 
ROTARY HOSE 


Outlases 


: 3” Rotary Hose 


San Emigdio 
Test Coring 

Continental Oil at last reports 
was coring ahead at 12,296 ft. with 
its KCL No. L-2 in Sec. 5-11n-21w 
in the San Emigdio area, after four 
formation tests at 12,276 ft. recover- 
ed mud. 

The project prior to the test 
stood for eight days awaiting drill 
pipe for a change over. The results 
of the trials in part apparently 
sprang from conditions created in 
the well during the long period of 
operational activity. Water shut offs 
at 12,135 ft. and 12,137 ft. were okay. 
The tests were made of what was 
believed to be the Stevens zone. 

Continental’s Santiago No. 1 in 
Sec. 8-11n-22w is fishing drill pipe, 
with top at 7158 ft. The hole at 
present is bottomed at 8088 ft. 





Kettleman Hills 
Discoverv Flows 

Standard of California has official- 
ly confirmed the production success 
of its deep exploratory venture at 
Kettleman Hills Middle Dome. Ac- 
cording to the company, the well is 


flowing 488 barrels of 47.2 gravity 
crude oil and 4,200,000,000 cubic ft. 
of gas a day from a finishing depth 
of 12,281 ft. 

Success came to Standard after 
more than two years’ work and an 
expenditura of approximately $1,- 
000,000. Operations at this location 
started in 1945 when the company 
took over an old well and started 
deepening from around 7500 ft. This 
original hole was carried to 12,389 
ft. for an important oil discovery in 
the Eocene. Production perform- 
ance, however, was never up to par 
due to fish in the bottom portion of 
the hole. A redrill job followed and 
the discovery confirmed by present 
yield of the well. 

The company has made it known 
that further development in the area 
will be carried on under the terms 
of the unit plan of the Kettleman 
Middle Dome Corp. The corpora- 
tion is composed of Standard and 


Bolsa Chica Oil. 


Kern Bluff 
Developing 

Oceanic Oil and Universal Con- 
solidated have made location for an- 
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New construction gives Goodall “Flexo” Rotary Hose higher 
strength, greater flexibility, and longer life . . . Flexo lasts so 
long it cannot be compared with any other hose. So flexible 
we pack a 55’ length of 3” hose in a 63-inch box! So light in 
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SPRING 
RETAINING PROVIDES NEW METHOD HYDRAULIC 
NUT ANCHORAGE to prevent ‘‘creep- 
ing” of tubing 
SLIPS SET BY HYDROSTATIC PRESSURE 
to assure positive grip at desig- 
nated depth 
HELICAL SPRING RETRACTS SLIPS ON 
a RUN-IN to prevent accidental set- 
Page ‘“‘Tension’”’ ting during run-in 
WRITE TODAY FOR FULL PARTICULARS 
ON THE 
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2417 Porter St. 
Los Angeles 21, Calif. 
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Easy on qreasy hands 


All you do is rub a dab of OB Hand 
Cleaner on your hands, like ordinary soap, 
until grime dissolves—then wipe off on rag 
or paper towel. Needs no water. Cuts 
grease. oil, tar, creosote, paint, printers ink, 
Black Magic oil base drilling fluid. Soothes 
cuts, scratches and chapped skin. Write for 
free sarmple. 

Packed in 1 Ib. and 5 Ib. cans 


OIL BASE, Inc. 
BOX 269, COMPTON, CALIFORNIA 
wm 








WANTED ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 


Wanted electrical engineer with refinery experi- 

ence to estimate and supervise jobs for electric- 
al contractor. Salary and share of net profits. 
Write to Box 1, c/o California Oil World, Los 
Angeles. 1/20b 








ROLLING HILLS RANCH 


A WORLD OF YOUR OWN, only a few miles 

from the oil fields, but world’s away in at- 
mosphere. 14 acre, 5-room house, high above 
Catalina Strait. Only $7900 down. Phone FRon- 
tier 7543; write Box 156, Roliing Hills, Calif. 2/5b 


ACREAGE 











6000 acres, a large portion of which is’ located 

on a major, untested anticline in So. Calif. 
is available to interested principals adequately 
financed to start immediate drig. operations. 
Louis E .Mahoney, M.D., 710 Wilshire Blvd., San- 
ta Monica, Calif. 2/20b 





Progress is the American Way 
of life. The petroleum industry IS 
progressive. 
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other joint drilling job in the Kern 
Bluff area. This latest venture is 
labeled Needham-Bloemer No. 15 
and is located in Sec. 7-29s-29e. No. 
17 in the section is rigging to pump 
from 980 ft. No. 18 is drilling at 
311 ft. Universal Consolidated in 
its own right has lecations staked 
for No. 29 and No. 40 in Sec. 7-29s- 
29e. M. & T. No. 1 in Sec. 14 of the 
township was given up the other 
day in gray Vedder sand at 4165 ft. 


South Dome 
Try Squeezed 


Standing squeezed is Standard of 


California’s S.F. & F.L. No. 4-2 
wildcat in Sec. 12-25s-19e in the 
South Dome area of Kettleman 


Hills. Total depth is 9423 ft., 
casing cemented at 9396 ft. 


In the Arvin area, Standard is 
preparing to test the interval of 
6736-6885 ft. in Tupman No. 2 in 
Sec. 22-31s-29e. On formation trial 
of the interval of 6615-6675 ft. about 
200 ft. of mud with spots of oil 
was recovered. 

Semitropic Unit No. 1-1 in See. 
5-27s-23e in the Semitropic gas area 
is testing higher, after trial of per- 
forations at 4255-4260 ft. and 4270- 
4278 ft. blew gas and salt water. 
No. 6-11 in Sec. 31-29s-22e in the 
Cymric area is drilling in the shal- 
low formation around 300 ft. 


with 


McKittrick Well 
Ready To Start 


Texas Co. has location staked for 
its Tulare NCT One No. 16-28 in 
Sec. 28-30s-22e in the McKittrick 
area. No. 17-28 in the section is in 
the completion stage at a finishing 
depth of 6536 ft. Casing is set at 
6530 ft. 

Comanche Pt. 
Venture Drills 

In the Comanche Point area, 
Richfield Oil’s S. P. No. 10 wildcat 
test in Sec. 25-12n-19w is drilling on 
down at 6939 ft. Richardson No. 1 


in Sec. 18-29s-2le in the Salt Creek 
area is rigging up. Tejon No. A- 
55735 in Sec. 35-11n-19w in the 


Tejon area near the Grapevine has 
been spudded and at last reports was 
making progress with the drill at 


270 ft. 








WHY MONKEY AROUND 


when you're fishing for... 









(Below) An 
assortment of 


Metal Junk 


(Above) Rubber 
Sleeve, Slips, and 
Pieces of Body of 
Bridging Plug 





Any loose and movable 
junk can be recovered 
easily with the 


CAVINS 
HYDRAULIC SUCTION 
FISHING TOOL 


Phone the nearest representative for sudden service .. 


THE CAVINS CO. 


LONG BEACH 
2853 Cherry Avenue*Phone 485-64 
VENTURA 
1641 No. Ventura Ave.* 


Phone 6767 


SANTA MARIA 
Phone 1210-L 


BAKERSFIELD 
1120 33rd Street + Phone 6-6860 


TAFT 
204 Center Street * Phone 1127 
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Portable Cleaner Stand 
Saves Time 


The Tivit Portable Parts Cleaner 
Stand is a sturdy, welded steel unit, 
which can be wheeled right up to 
the job. It holds a standard five- 
gallon can of Kelite Formula 555— 
a new fire-safe, quick-acting cleaner 
—and a five-gallon rinse can. 

The mechanic merely drops the 
grimy parts into the basket as they 
are removed from the job. After a 
short soak the basket is lifted out 
and dunked in the rinse can. Parts 
come out clean and bright—easy 
to repair and reassemble. 

Hinged drop-leaves at each side 
provide extra table space when re- 
quired. Tool tray at bottom holds 
essential tools. Ball bearing casters. 
Size overall 14” x 56”—30” high. 
Attractively finished in green en- 
amel. $29.50 f.o.b. Los Angeles. 
Manufactured by Kelite Products, 
Inc. 


Standco Appoints 
Abegg & Reinhold 


Standco Brake Lining Company 
of Houston, Texas announces the 
appointment of Abegg & Reinhold, 
Ltd. of 2533-41 East 26th Street, 
Los Angeles, California as sole Cali- 
fornia distributors for Standco Oil 
Field Brake Lining. 

Abegg & Reinhold, the manufac- 
turers of “Varco” slush pump lines 
and rods, and for many years active 
distributors of nationally known 
and accepted lines, are enlarging 
their sales force to give better cov- 
erage and more prompt and efficient 
service. 

Customers are assured that com- 
plete stocks of Standco Oil Field 
Brake Lining will be available in 
Los Angeles and Bakersfield, Cali- 


fornia. 





Progress is the American Way 
of life. The petroleum industry IS 
progressive. 


SECOND ISSUE, JANUARY, 1948 
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Long Beach 
Tests Going 

General Petroleum Corp. at last 
reports was coring at 10,599 ft. with 
its I.P.C. No. 4 in Sec. 29-4s-12w 
in the Long Beach field. Jergins 
Oil, meantime, is running casing in 
its No. 34 in Sec. 19. Total depth 
is 4798 ft. 
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Torrance 
Well Pumps 
Campbell and Shell has completed 


Chocolate Sundae No. 1 in Sec. 23- 
4s-14w in the Torrance field on the 
pump at 3325 ft. for an initial out- 
put of 25 barrels of 16 gravity oil 


daily, cutting 10 per cent. 





Pictured above is the rear view of the Emsco Derrick & Equipment Company's rig— 
during assembly—being used by Shell Oil Co., Inc. in Ventura, Calif. Note arrange- 


ment of selective speed transmission trailer. 


An electronic controlled, dynamatic 


coupling permits the driller to control the torque on the drum shaft which in turn 
controls the weight carried on the bit. 
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She’s an angel in truth, a demon 
in fiction, a woman’s the greatest 
of all contradictions. She’s afraid 
of a cockroach, she’ll scream at a 
mouse, but she’ll tackle a husband 
as big as a house. She'll take him 
for better, she'll take him for 
worse, she'll split his head open and 
then be his nurse, and when he is 
well and can get out of bed, she'll 
pick up a teapot to throw at his 
head. She’s faithful, deceitful, keen- 
sighted, and blind; she’s crafty, 
she’s simple, she’s cruel, she’s kind; 
she’ll lift a man up, she’ll make him 
her clown. You fancy she’s this 
but you find she is that, for she’ll 
play like a kitten, and bite like a 
cat. In the morning she will, in the 
evening she won’t and your're al- 
ways expecting she does—but she 
don’t. 


“Why must we wait ’til we get 
home before you'll tell me whether 
you'll marry me?” 

“You frighten me; this is the 
place Father proposed to Mother.” 

“So what?” 

“Well, on the way home, the 
horse ran away, the buggy turned 
over, and Father was killed.” 


Doctor: “And what is the mat- 
ter with your husband?” 


Wife: “I think he’s worrying 
about money.” 
Doctor: “Oh, I think I can re- 


lieve him of that.” 


It was the swankiest opera per- 
formance of the season and all the 
fashionable ladies were very decol- 
lette in their boxes. A noted church- 
man who was present was looking 
over the audience through glasses 
in amazement. 

“Tell me, Reverend,’ asked one 
of the ladies of his party, “have 
you ever seen anything like this in 
all your life?” 

“Never, madam,” was the grave 
reply, “at least, not since I was 
weaned.” 
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Do not be a hermit, dear, 

While I am far away. 

Just have a lot of fun, dear, 

Slip out each night and play. 

Have the boys around you, dear. 

Yes, have yourself a fling. 

Do anything you will, dear, 

Laugh and dance and sing. 

Don’t sit at home and mope, dear, 

But pet and flirt and park 

With Tom and Dick and Harry, 
dear, 

And have fun after dark. 

The years are all too few, dear, 

Your chasing ’round to check, 

BUT SHOULD I CATCH YOU 
DOING IT, 

I'LL BREAK YOUR ... NECK. 


Father: ‘Don’t ever drink, son. 
See those two men over there in 
the corner? If you were drunk you 
would see four men.” 

Johnny: “But, Dad, there is only 
one man over in the corner.” 


Though the _ psychiatrist was 
busy, the nurse barged into his 
office. “Doctor, there’s a patient out 
there you must see right away.” 

“Can’t you see I’m occupied with 
this patient?” 

“But it’s a woman with an ostrich 
as big as a horse and all the other 
patients are frightened to death.” 

“For heaven’s sake! Bring her 
in.” 

The doctor gawked as a young 
woman entered, a huge ostrich at 
her side. 

“Now madam,” he said soothing- 
ly. “What’s the matter with you?” 

“Oh, it isn’t me, Doctor. It’s my 
husband here. He thinks he’s an 
ostrich !” 


A business woman entertaining 
some businessmen at luncheon in a 
French restaurant, and not wishing 
to be obvious about paying the 
check, whispered to her waiter 
when the meal was over, “L’addi- 
tion, s’‘ily vous plait.” 

“Downstairs to your left, lady,’ 
he said. 








Don’t bother to tell a man your 
true age. If he cares more about 
the bags under your eyes than the 
lovelight in them, you don’t want 
him. 











DO A BETTER JOB 
with a JENSEN 


It’s only common sense that when 


pumping costs are reduced, produc- 
tion profits are increased. Yet some 
producers are still lifting oil with out- 
of-date equipment that drains the 
profit out of every barrel. 


With a Jensen Pumping Unit you are 


assured of economical, profitable 


pumping on any well, at any depth. 


When production profits fall, see 
your Jensen dealer. He may have 
the answer to your problem. 


Stocked by 


THE OIL TOOL CORPORATION 
3075 Cherry Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 
Phone 481-81 


JENSEN 


BROTHERS MFG. CO. 


COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS, U.S.A. 
EXPORT OFFICE, 50 Church St. 
New York City 
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